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i . A conservative 1s a man who passes laws prescribing
that all chickens shall be put back immediatoly
Into their ezggs, and darms as an egghead and an
athelst the social sciaentist who atterpts to dene
onstrate the inpossibility of his desires.....MzB
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and by way of an editorial,..ny
TR o 2 ) 7
WEsll GEl 2o A
STLENCE GA LN

If thls issue of Day*Star 1is a little short on witty fan
chatter, blame 1t on the nature of the material., I've had the
guest editorlal from Walter Bireen for some time, and have also
been planning to run my long editorial on educatisn through
FAPA for the benefit of the five or six people thereln vho take
education very seriously. With tho acquisition of the ‘ihig
Alphatet! by }.E, Braidford, which happencd to fall roughly into
line with the genseral ”pro%lems” layout of this issve, I decided
to devote thls issue of Day¥Star to the serious material entirely,
rather then breaking up the mood hecre and there with trivia. (And
anyhow, with a full college schedulo, I'm not exactly keen on
publishing more than forty pages for one mailing, I nced another
spare-time activity (to quote Dick Eney) like I need a case of

levkenia,
" My Christmas greetings told you most of the details of the
nove to Ablleone, and we are now settlsd down in the new house and
enjoying the fact that it has a study-cum-fanshack.-cum~workroon
for me, and endloss now bookshelving contributed by Brad. I've
reduced the books-put~away-in-boxcs to only three cartons,

But I didn't mention in Christmas Cardlette that Just before
the Rochester address passed into oblivion forever, we had one
last visitor there. Thils was Bruce Pelz, who called uvp at 7:15
or thereabouts one Friday morning and asked whether I was golng
to be in Abilene that dey for classes, or whether I'd be in
Rochester. ©OSilnce Friday was my frees day last semester, I told
him I wasn't coning in to Abllenoc (hastily planning to make a
flying trip down and say hullo if he had a lengthy stopover there)
but to my delight, ho dccided to come out on the bus, which was
leaving in a few minutes, He apologized for the oariy phone
call, apparently not aware that ny normal hour of rising 1is about
- 5215, (Be warned, fansj; I will receive a phone call at fivc
in the morning with pleasure, equaninity and good manners, I'll
even talk sensej; but except at conventions, when I eschew sleep
entirely, the fan who telephones e after-io Pelle 1s courting
yawns, blurry thoughts, general ff@izziness, and the possibility
that I've-already gone to bad and an fast asleep., Unlike the
"typlecal" fan, I belong --usually-- to the Day People, and am
a lot more alert and widec—-awake at 5 am than at 11 pn. There
are oxceptions-~--sonctimes I'm wide-awake at nidnight--but they
are rare and sSpeclal-occasionlsh, In faect, 1f I doa't get to
bed before 1l pn, I have long discovered, I might as well stay
up ‘and see the dawn come ing it's overwhelmingly hard for me
to get to sleep once I'nm welk1 awake after that hours of ten and
often, when Steve was a baby, he'd wake up for a nignt bottle
and I'd be growlingly awake for the rest of the blinkety-bhiank
hizht. But 1f I can sleep from --say - 9 pm to 2 am, I'n finoj
that's what I do sometimes at conventions, take a nap in the
early evening and then stcay up i1l dawn.j During that long
parenthesis, you may imagine Brucas Pelz coming closer and closer
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to Rochester, gs 9:00 neared I grew nildly apprehensive; the
house was practically stripped for our rove to Abilene, all the
books had gone, some of the furniture had been taken away, and

a lot of the dishes, 1 also worried a little about whether I-
would recognize hinj as some of you have learned with chagrin, ny
combination of poor &yesight and the habit of listening rather
than locking at pecple rieans that I fail to recognize even those
I know well. (Don Wollhein was positively testy about it,)when

I nistook hin for Robert Bloch the second tirne,)

However, he was lrmediately identifiable as a fan due to the
paraphernalia hung about hin in all directions, (and by his
Sensitive Fannish Face, of ccurse) and of course when he spoks,

I recognized his voirce, And when we arrived at the house he was
very gracious about the stripped-down--and~pessed up condition of
the placs.

Soretines I think-these fan wvislts are more fun than the
conventions, At a con, it's rare to get tine really to know any-
ones which is why I look back wlth such pleasure on the inter-
ludes of quiet, when suddenly, out of the crowd, a face and a:
characteristic volece energes, talking ny language. (A moment, for
Iinstance, on that crowded, madhouse drive to Chicago when, for
once, Paul and David and Walter were all sleeping and ILes Gerber,
quieted down fron his bolsterous jokes, and I, talked for
alnost an hour about-the writer's perscnality and sslf=expression
versus communication, discovering to our great pieasure that we
neant alnost the same thing,) And so, rather than brief words
of goodwlll 1n a crushy, Bruce and I had tine to talk about
Silverlock, about. folk songs, about our conmon passion for
Tolkieny to talk about our separate plans-for I Palantir and
Anduril, There was no actual folksinging, since I had such a
bad case of laryngitis that I'd nissed a volce lesson and was
forbidden to sing....sven the talking was probably bad for ne,
but I wouldn't have nissed it. But enroute to Abilene next day
(Bruce spent the night, sleeping, like fans before him, in
David!s bed) he was singing as if to hinself sone exquisite
ninor-nodal thing "...,.and I seek 1t throvgh the world," and I
.was so dellighted that I felt I sinply had to know it, To oy
anazed pleasure, I discovered that it was one of thec Coventry
songs, written by Ted Johnstone and hinself--and here- I'd thought
Coventry was Jjust a lot of nonsense about spindizzies, feuds
and the more bughouse goshwow sword-and-sorcery setf -But if
nothing other than thls had ever cone out of Coventry, then
it would be worth it--even the trouble 1t sesns kx to have caused
anong L.,A, fans -~ because the songz 1s onc of the lowvelicst I
know; (Bruce scnt mc a copy. Be warned, because I still have that
harp, people.) He called 1t "Tedron's 'song'., It deserved a
better title, e ;

Let's seo-- woll, before bedtine he showed us sone hoxes of
slides. fron the convention (in ons of which ny back is visibls,
seated on the floor with Kevin Langdon like true Hurible Acolytes
at the feet of Heinlein fn Roon 80L, conplaste with the blue
dressing-gown in which RAH gave audlence.l W% playeﬁjsome
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Difficulties in all previous efforts in this general area of
thougnt stem from a number of related causés., The most salienl a-
mong thesc appsar to be unclarity in the minds of writers and speak-
ers as to the actual meanings (if any) of "welfare statz" and
"demccracy"; the genuinely interdisciplinary nature of the "‘ieas
agsociated with these conscepts; the specific difficulty of thinking
objectively in a problem area loadsd with values and in which cne's
expressed attitudes may have important:political or even legal conse-
gucnces., A parallsl difficulty arises, for American writers, in the
populist tradition traceable to J-ecan-Jacques Rousseau in which
(begging the quostion of allaged human cguality) any man's opinion
i1s supposadly entitled to as much consideration as his neighbor's,
and in political thought onz finds supposedly opinions and loyaltios
to the near exdlusion of anything else, 4ny political tiought opp-.
posing this tradition is going to be subjreted to harsh criticism 1n

some guarters; a triiism, but one perhaps not often seen as a sourcs
of difficulty in political thoughts.

To minimize ones possibles source of unclarity in this essay,
though at the risk of running afoul of someone =lsc's pert stipulagtive
definitions of "welfare statc” =nd "dsmocracy", for lack of an
unequivocally agreed-upon dqefinition-in-us=s, 1lst me begin my ex-
position by defining the two terms. The only merit I can claim for
these definitions 1s that thsy ars the nzarest approzimation I can

formulate to a definition-in-~-use.

I definc "welfare state" as a nation organizing its=1f at some
period in its history around the principle that government action ig
the preferred method of obtaining solutions to social problecms,
specifically those problems related to poverty or to sconomic exploit-
atlon. "Uf the people con't take care of themselves, government has
to." Such government action can tske many forms; welfare and relief
leBlslation, chilA-labnr laws, baby bonuses, government health programs
as iIn the British experiment, stc. (¥Wlementary public heglth legis-
latlon, r.g. regulation of chemical additives to food, is not necessar-
1ly »n indication that a government is acting as = +elfare state.

A nation's commitment to a welfare state program may be slight
or complete; short of completencss, it is usually #nconsistent. At
complateness, 1t gives tiw government some propertiss commonly assoc-

iated with the "soclalism” label --at l:zast in some definitions of

the latter., Whethsr this need be so is dcbatablc. Neveriheless,
soScalled democratic socialists have long been vociferous on the

nced for such commitment to a welfare state policy. The Bentham
principles of "the arcatest happiness of the greatest number” 1s behind
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this."happiness" belng often explicitly defined as the satisfacfion
of elementary materisl nceds -~ akin to the recent "secutity"
fetish by which pensions are an important desideratum in jobs,
"Denocracy" is a much morec difficuls word to defins. Too often it
Is a shibboleth or vague catchword, meaning "the form of govern-
ment the speaker hanpens to like"; or "firee enterprise" (histbore
ically minimlizing government recstrictions on business, particularly
Big Business) or "the status quo." Ortginally, it meant-rule by
many rather than by one (menarchy, tyranny, dictatorshin, etc) or
by few (oligarchy, miiltary juntas) lying--as Flato and Aristotle
knew---uneasily in the space betweeb the pitfalls of #ligarchy and
mob-rule, In the early American coloniss, the term supdosedly
referred to autonomous saettlements in which nolicymaking occurred
through "committee of the whole" in town meetings, decisions being
made by the majority and agreced to by the minority, thosc decisions
superimposcd on a basic framecwork of unanimity on fundamental
issues not later present. Purc democracy in this sensc may never
have existed save briefly on the smallest scalss, In practice

thc compromlsc adoptcd was that of policymaking by electecd ropre=
sentatived, 1dcally in closc touch with their constituents (some~
thing no longer possiblc owing to owerpopulation, as I shall show
below), The Anerican forn included the intcresting cxmperiment of
writing into thc Constitution an explicity systcm of checks and
balanccs, not ncrcly limiting what thc foverning bodics could do,
but giving cach branch a way of offsotting or corrcdting dccisions
by the others, Somc such system of intcrnal nogative fecdback 1s
to a ccrtain oxtcnt prescnt in nondcrocratic govcrnnients other
than dictatorships or nilitary junta oligarchics, but it has
rarcly bcen written into a Constitution or sct of binding legal
preccdents or other francwork of nonarbitrary dcclsion proccduboes,
And in nondcnocratic governments, thc fecdback systen is at any
tinc subjcet to interferecnce, pcrhaps drastic, from sn indcpcndont
sovercign, I decfine deonocracy in thc modcrn scnsc, thon, as g
systcin of government whose absolute soweriédegnty is vostod in no
singlc individual, commititec or cothor zoverning body, but in which
instead _limited sovercighhv is diviced among rutuval end rceclipro~
cally intoractive gnpbystens, and in whilch the population as a
wholec has a rcal choicg in clecting its represcntatives _to thcese
skbsystons as well as sorgc rcthod of obtalning redrcss for injur-
ious or opnrossive Iceislative, exccublve or judicial dccisions,

Sc defincd, dcnocracy 1s an 1dcal, thoush one occasionally
apppoachcd in practicc, I have tried to cnumcratc nceccssary
conditions rathcr than specific or suffilcicnt conditions for a
governnent to bclong to the class of decmocracicse Nothing in this
definition cxeludcs a class system, horecditary or othcrwisc, or
a constitutional nonarchy so long as thc ruler is linited in sove
ercignty as arc thc various Europcan nonarchs and the Prcsidcnt of
the U.S. In practice, however, the tern ls not usually applicd
to constltutional nongrchics, Noto well that the "monscnt of the
governed" formula ia an automatic corollary; oppressive judges
can bc inmpcached as can presidcnts and scnators, rcprcscntatives
too disrcgardful of thcir constitucnts can be dcfeated at the
noxt clcction, petition for redress of gricvances and sorc other
foaturcs of thc Bill of Rights arc ways of cxprcssing thc linitcde-
sovercignty clause, cte. £+



The abcve Acfinliiicas of -Y"deroeracy”" ard "wclfarc state' arc
not automatisuzlly Inconsistont, let aleonc mutually cxelusive as
soric would have us belicve, The cucstion of consistency has to bc
answercd, rather, in tcrns of conscquences, vicwed both in theory
and in thc light of history, Given that thc wclfaro.snato is a norc
recent dbvorophisnt than deinocracy, it will be sufficient to show
that the welfarc state furthers wezkncsses in dcenecracy, or that
a welfare state ideology lsads to idcals which ncgate thosc of
demoeracy, or that it leads to a pclitical or legal systen unten-
able in terus of democrecy (i.e., breaks in thc chccks~and-
balances systen) or that tiwc welfare statc is a sdlf~-defeating
proposition in the long zun while democracy is not (or vice versa)
to denonstrate any putative inconsistency botwecnh the welfare
statc and the ideals of donocracy,

The first step in any such investigation 1s a historical
onc, Wc know that denocracy in any reazl scnse ~~invariably a rarc
dcevaloprnent associated with statesmanship of a corparatively high
and rcstrained ordcer at ths carly stages -- has ariscn alnost
always as o recaction against tyronny of one kind or anothcr. This
was true in Hellasg 1t was cortainly true in New England and the
Ancrican colonics generally; it has becn true over and over again
in Europcan statcs and Scuth American petty republics. Not all of
these represontative goverianents lived up to the idcal definition
of a dgnocracy, and nany quickly degencrated to a condition whers
somg political boss weildod power through his nachine or party;
sonetines this becarc overt despotisi, sonctincs uprisings occurred
and insurgents cjeetcd the boss, cithcr replacing hin by another
oné whosc pronises werc a little nore attractive, or perhaps trying
to restorc the status quo antc. It becones apparcnt that Platols
faniliar cycle of successive forns of governnent (fron aristo-
cracy to decnocracy to nob rulc to tyranny to oligarchy to tinocracy
to aristocracy and so on around again) is oporating in a sonewhat
comprcssed fornj stable governmonts of any kind would appcar to be
the cxception rather than the rule, This observation docs
not cornit us to any such rigid nodcl as the Hogeclian dialoctics
we nced not look for any incvitable "synthesis!" from the inter-
action of opposed factions, nor (for that matter) for any inecve
itable dcvelopnent of implacable opposition to any given syston,

Necvortheless, it behooves us to ask whether the Welfare
state 1s in fact just such an opposiltion growing out of deriocracy,
The welfare state is o reccnt devcloprient (nobody would scriously
clain the'Rohan "bread and circuses" governncnt as a caso in point)
and its dafinition nakes clcar that 1t is a reaction against sore-
things speceifically against sono cconorile syston lcading to a nore
than ordinary dcgrce of poverty and niscry. Sorcething can be
learned fron investigating the historical backsground of the wel-
fare state and the conditions making it possible,

Poverty has been a featurc of hurnian history for a long tinc.
So-called liberals usually blane it on uncthiecal, i.0, inoquitable
distribution of goods; they point to excecdingly wealthy individe
uals and conbilncs (ceg. cartels) and shout that thesc got thoir
wealth by injurious practiccs leading to lmpoverishrient of tho nany;
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scrients paking 3 oods into

monopglics and pricg-fixigg ?ngCJC?to gg%éngegggesigigigcatgry
inordinatcly cxpcnsive luxurics, oppres ’i e o R
taxes, ctc. Conscrvatives have lcss to say about E,ﬂ g i
tcstaﬁt Ethic for o whilc provided t@ou gand spocifjcul y the e
wealthy) with a_raison d'ctrc, reaching its apogce 1n the uniav y
rationalizatlon of "soclal darwinism,” Originally thosc onllop
fclt no nocd to justify thoir positionj; thoy werc sufccasfu tz
plaving the sanc gane as the rest; docs a poker playcr ava. .
jus%if§ hinself to the losers? Intolloctualg gradually Brope :
toward thc insight that thoir ga cs of pol@tlcs and oc?nomécih Ne
volved diffcrent rulcs from those of individual gthicg, an dezhr
folt that this was sonchew unfair, against the Will of God an : c
intercst of ran, Faccd with this challenge to the logltimacy o)
their position, the plutocrats turnod‘thc ?rotogtant Ethlc toth
their advantage. And so we hav cgregious 1dont1£icatlons of b G
"is" with the "ought to be" like that in Popels "Easay on Man";

All Naeturc-is but &rt, unknown to thce, :

A1l Chancec, -Direcction which thou canst not soo,

A1l Discord, harmony not undcrstoodj

All-partial Evil, univecrsal Goodj :

And, spitc of Pride, in crring Reasonl!s spite,

One Truth is clecar; WHATEVER IS, IS RIGHT,
Into the-sanc hog-trough may bo dumped such swill as thc idca of-
Progress, the cternal idgcalisn of Turgot, Condorect and Proudhon,
and the sociology of Horbort Sponcer, According to this last, and
its nopularizations as "social derwinisn," thc clesscs and celltes-
then flourishing renained-atop the heap because they werc the pro-
ducktof natural selecction, the best adapted in the perpetual conw
petltion (the "struggle-for existence"), the "fittest", In terns
of the Protestant Ethic, rmndane success was intorproted as a sign
of divine favor, of beclonging to the eleect, and had been so interw-
preted since Caivin's day. WGSwncr cven wont so far as to spell
out thg conclusion that the plutocrats of his day werc the survival
types, Ruthless business conpetlition, Interpreted as a sort of
"state of nature'", a Hobbesian war of all against all, was not
only accepted Yut jrstified as roepresenting natural sélection("the
end justifics the roeans") as contributing to tho evolution of the
hunan species., Sinilarly and inegvitably, faillure was stignatized
as thc deserved result of inconpetenca, success praised as proof
that one belonged to the "fittest", (Iilogically; onc'!s favorable
genes are not the rcsult of meritorious acts, no matter how
lanarckian one's viewpoint, )

_ In a civilization long accepting the Diving Right of Kings
(the King can do no wrong) as raevealaed truth, sone such deveclopnent
of the above was perhaps to be expccted, cven though onc night
well aseribe to chance the sirnultaneous apogec of the Protestaht
Ethic and the forrmlation of the principle of natural sclection,

so quickly scized on by apologists for the econonic status qupe.

1t 1s also significant that the same peoriod saw the flood of racist
works (taking thelr cue fron the Comte de Gabinecauls "Essail P
1853=55) procceding through He.S. Chanborlain all the way to the
horrors of nazisn, - Objections to social darwinism and its rclated
ideas, accordingly, have coms dost ofton from cgalitarian (demo-
cratic) thinkers, defcnders of the underdogy and thoir argunents
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appeal norc often to fellow-fccling than to seicnee, no e
belicf that poverty is curable by chlfaro” than to’anfggogﬁigggn
of thCT§OlO if overpopulation, : =

o welfarc state ldeology, &ccordingly,. found its begp :
in the utopian thought of the Eniightcnmont,yénd ultiuatelygign%ﬁg
preach@ngs of Rousscauj and 1t took forn in rcaction against tho
extortionate practices of the powerful to whon wealth was a Pl
nary goods The 1929-33 deprassion provided the occasion for
the wolfarc--statc ldeology to Wocome o pernancnt part of actual
political structure; and the ideology has continued and devclopad

to the prescent day, other conditions than the deprcession providing
its continuance wi%h a raison dlotra.

Is the wolfarc statc a rcavtion to dermocracy, or is 1t a
norc highly cvolved state of 1t? or nolther? This quostion is not
rcadlly answerebhe, and may be wrongly put, Thc cvidcnec sccns to
Indicate that thc ideology was a roaction against certain cconope
lec abuses growing in both denoeratic and nondcenocratic socleticsy
and that its continuance is a consequence of still other abuses
and unfavorable conditions, sone of then unquestionably rcferable
to overpopulation, .

Refeorenec to the population problen is not a digression, but
understanding 1t will take us rather far afloeld, and introduce
issucs biologilecal, ccologicel and psychological (and theological);
wiithout which our understanding of the welfare-state ideology
would be the lcss,

It is eclcneontary 1n dconography to spgak of two typos of )
population, The carlicr or younger type 1s charactcrized by high
birthrate, high infant nortallty, high dcathratc and low average
age; the iater or older type is sald to have low birthratc, rcl-
atlvely low dcathrate, and high average agce. Thc high biréhrate
in tho forner is ccononically advantagcous tn a new agricultural or
fronticr rcgion where new farn hands arc nceded, In addition, '
thorc 1s no doubt that in nmany such situations the-combination of
high-birthrate, continuous battle with onvironnent, and high dcath
rate, anounts of natural sclcetion, (So it was in fhe Arerican
colonics, yhere a couplc of ccnturics of this sort of 1lifg, in
which thosc surviving long cnough to railse faniliss werc hardy
and shrewd individuals. resultcd in a wholc galaxy of vcrsatile
intcllewtuals in the 18th and early 19th centuriecs,) Howaver,
the devclopnient of modern nedlcine had resulted in a new type of
population, characterized by a noderate to high birthrate (the
lower figurcs anong the morc intelligent, the highor aiong Cathoe
lics owing to thc churchts avcrsion to birth control) low infant
nortality and low death rate, wlth increasing average agee This
has two obvious conscquences; (1) Natural sslectlon decreases to
Zero, (2) Ponulation pressurc increcased without 1inmlt, Thoe
ecologlical eonscquences are grave; nedically nonresistant types
proliferate, mnany beconing dcpendcnts on public reclilef, innatcs
of public hospitals; etc, many belng fecbleninded or bordcrline
rascse Still worsc, the highly competent types arc not reproduc-
ing thonselves, lessening the likelihood that Inportant problens
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wlll be solved in the long run. (T do not subscribe to the notion
that '"group creativity'" is an adequate substitute for the individ-
ual penetrating intellect, narticulatly when the group is of low:
qualitys; nor to the populist idea that creators such as Leonardo,
Michaelangelo, Tesla, Gnethe, Einstein, Mex Weber or J. von Neumann
arc simply the results of a lucky combination of environmental
factors., Marshaling all the argunents here would meke this essay
bocklength,) Other ecological conscquences include the depletion
of nitrites and phosphates from the land cycles and their depos—
ition in the ocecan as sowage, to the dotriment of both himans and
their food and dalry animalss and the denudation of lands once
forested, with the famlliar erosion, drought and dust bowl results,
Vogt, Pendell and others have spelled out these alarming consc-
quences-in detail; what neceds emphasis hore is that the human
species, under the influence of Paulinc Christianity and thb Pro-
testant Ethic, and apparently lncapable or unwilling to think in
fterms of long-rangc consequonces, has allowed overpopulation to
bocone a major problem fcrtile of other major problcms,

The weldare state is onc of a nmunver of short-rangc attonmpted
solutions to the population problemy, insofar as overpopulation
has forcecd thc cost of living to rcecord highs alike by dccrecasing
the amount of arable land, providing increased demand for thc focd
supply, and accelcrating the change from a land-based agricultural
self=sufficicnt soclety (in which nasses werc almost nonexistent)
to an urban inddstrializcd and nonseclfwsufficient socicty (in
which masses are characteristic), Howcver, instcad of lowering
the birthratc (e.g, disserinating contraceptives), wclfarc-state
ldeology, followlng the egalitarians and blecding hearts, has
attempted to cope with poverty by taxing cveryone and providing
doles for tho poor-~and by passing laws designed to make survival
and large families feasible independent of onel'!s own efforts,

I conten? that such efforts are in the long run self-dcfeating
inasmuch as they increase population pressurec rathor than tend to
hold it constant or lowsr it, thus giving rise to worscned vo;sioyi
of the sanme problems they began with, Further (and this is critical)

shall centend that dcmocracy, without commitment to a welfarec—
state ideology, 1s in thcory not nccessarily sclf~-defeating; and
that in the long run, as the welfarc state contributes to thoe
worsening of the problens that gave risc to it, 1t will involve
an inecreasing dcparture from the denocratic proecess, This will
sufficc to establish Inconsistency betwccn the welfarc state .and
the deuocractic ideals. I proposc to show that the incrcasing
departures from the decnocratic proccss takc the fornm of broakdowns
in the checks and balancgs systens making up the latter; that this
degeneration has already begun, and that it is lrrcvcersible short
of radical changes In fhc wholc social structurc.

Tho first point to establish 1s that doniocracy is not
noccssarily sclf-defeating short of rampant overpopulation or
comnltnent to a welfaro-state ideology. (The koy phrasc is
seif-dofeating; it does not excludc the possibility of over=-
whelning invasions ctc.) The democravic procecss, as ecarlicr . -
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defined, makes explicit. a system of checks and balances through
which any developing abusc 'is remcdicble within its framowork,
dorrupt Judgos can be lipcached, ov 1f elccted they can be de=
feated at thc pollss as can corrupt or dcspotic local bosses,  or
a tyrannical chicf cxceutive, Unpopular laws can be rovealod,
given sufficient grass-roots pressurc on the lcgislaturcs local
corruption can be tolerated for years, if nocesaary, without on-
dangering the systen at large, With a stabla population, a re-
public can last for centuriles--In theory; ny point is that the
chocks and balances constituto in the long ran a natural feedback
for corrccting local imbalanccs. Bwven tlic most superficial fanie
iliarity with feedback systems suffices o domonstrate their
stability short of drastic external interforcncc or intervening
brecakdown (large incrcasc or disappearance) In one or norc' of
tholr nmajor subsystens. (But overpopulation is just such a large
incrcase..se)s Bilologieal analogics spring-roadily to i1ind, cege
fecdback systans regulating tenperaturc, pH, hormonal levsls,
Recognition that a dernocracy 1s a natural fecdback systen without
the built-in interfercnce provided In other gystons wlth a noore-
absolute ruler 1s sufficient; we noecd not connit oursclves to
rcasoning fron analogy.

The sceond point 1s that thce welfarc stato is not an oute-
growth of thc donocrat.lc proccss. This is cloncntary cnoughjg
its historical origins £o back to Rousscau and Enlightonnent
utopists, who wcrc not operating in o dcriocrabic framcwork. Its
rnost vociforous proponents have beon idcalistic socialists and
othcers aligned with thene It developecd In the U.S. through
exceutive fiat following a paralyzing dopression, itsclf the ]
rcesult of nany factors not inovitable in the denmocratic proccss
and 1%s subscquent doveloprient has becn closcly rclated to tho
glgantlic pooulation increcascs iIn thc last fow decados, Tho parale-
1cl casc In Britain is also faniliarj the Welfarc state in its
nost cxplicit form doveloped through roforns forced through by
thce (socialist) Labour Party during its temporary power, and
continucd afterward becauso of foaturcs built in which incrocascd
i1ts popularity (e.gs the hecalth service,)

Thce third point is that the welfarc~statec ldeology, in prascnce
of increasing population, inovitably involves breakdowns in the
chacks and balances systcn of the dcnocracy. This 1s probably the
riost dnportant single polnt; from 1t follow incrcasing departurcs
fron the dcrioeratic proccss, and the inconsistcney between the
lattor and the welfarc statee A convenlont starting point is as
followsy thc size (in terns of comploxity of organization, nunbors
of subsidiary ciployces, amounts of appropriations, valuc of proe
perty, % of the total budget, cte) of the cxccutlve branch of
governnent . inevitably Increases enormously when thc-executive
branch is called on to carry out thc nandates of a welfarcestatc
ldcology, as those have becn enacted or created by fiat, This
large discontinucus - increase dofines a central stress on the chccks
.and balanccs systen, insofar as ono najor subsystcn 1s suddenly
aggrandized without corresponding adjustments of tho rest. (The
exact biologlcal eountcrpart is a pitultary tunorj Incrcascd
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secrations, some chemically altered, throw the organisnm into
imbalance.) ITn tine. the legislative and Judicial subsystens
conpensatorlly inaerease.- Bus thils creates a further lnbalanceg
the conbined bureatlcracy, self»porpctuatingg is out of balance
with the renmainder of thc subsgsions, specirlcally local govern=
nent and the populace itself, Poliltically thiscorresponds to

an incrcasing degree of governmnent by executive order at wvarious
levels; since many of these offlclals are sivil-gservice appointeess,
and thorofore difficult to remove, and since the very naturc of
burcaucracy (as analyzed by Max Weber and C, Northcoto Parkinson)
involves increaded buckpassing and anonynlty of docisions ‘
rodress (corrective feadback) bocones less and less feasiéle.

A further consequence, roro ideologlcal than politlcal but
equally relatccd to ths faiiing checks~and-balances systen, is tho
reactlion against wealth whether concentrated in robber barons

or hugo corporations or cartels; thls reaction has historically
involved the rise of powerful unions. The composttion of unions

by dofinition involves a prepondcrance of 1lleeducated people with
1little concern for long-range conscquences of their actions on

the country as a whole, (Hilstorical accidents of regionalisn have
intensified this,) Such unions, inevitably; have initiated the
likes of featherbedding, rulecbook slowdowns, enforeced pay by the
hour rather than by the work completed, all wlth the effect of
enriching thcir ncnbers (and still nore the labor bosscs) at the
expense of the public and the quality of the work done, ILeglslators
have feoared to buck this trond bocause of the -probability that

the unions would control cnough votes to defeat then at the polls,
Governnent and public do nothing, Bilg Labor aggrandlzing itseclf
practically without limit (whatever happened to the Taft-Hartle¥
act? and why isntt the rash of strikes at Cape Canaverel ctc dealt
with?, evidently constitutes another breakdown in the checks and
balances syster,

Still another such breakdown 1s found in the recent rise of
pressure fron congressional connittees usurping leglslative, -
executive and judicial functions, and from local police, FBi
postal and sinilar agencies, Part of the welfare~statc ideoiogy
seens to be that if the government is supporting the people, it
1s entitled to Increasing (even unlinited) control on private
l&ves, Hence thc increasing roles of censors, vice squads and
investigators; and about thep. ncither the pubiic nor (apparcntly)
anyone else can do anything,

Unopposed forces such as those described in the last
few paragraphs certalnly constitute breakdowns in the checks and
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balances systen, and thercforc breakdowns in the donocratic
nrocess. My conclusion, that-the welfarc~state 1dcology, and
tne walfarc state in practiec, arc incormacitble with the deno-
cratic proecess, Thorcrore stends, Toc cxanples of brcakdown
cited are drawn foon-the USA ia the last 30 years; 1t follows
vhat Shis degeneraiion is wcll advanccd,

The only renaining point is that this process is irrever-
sible short of drasti: changes in the cutilre soctal structurc,
This dis obvicus encughs glven wiat has gone:befora,; the evil that
the welfara state vas degsigned o cope withy 1s still arounds
population inercascs aontinue, and tnc ratg of increcasc is appars—
ently going up, and the only soiutions proposed which have any
chance of getting through the legislature arc short-range-ones,
Worse, the Increcased govermnent gives rise to other evils, dos-
cribed above, % does not scen rcasonable that further cextension
of governmont powers will autonatically lesson, let alonc crad-
icate thoss cvilej; cne does not glve cither the populacec or the
union lcaders a grasp of political issucs ox a concern for longe
rangc consequences by leglelature, or by establishing new agencics,
I have not cven nentiloncd the role of the educationists in
perpctuating the welfarc-state ideology, confining thomnselves to
short~rango solutions, discouraging intollectual originality,
in favor of group nedloerity, and opposing anything which could
revorse such trends, but they arc among the worst offenders of all.,
On the other hand, cutting back governnent agencies has to be done
with extremc caution to avoid other undesirable consequenccs, c.
g, power selzurcs by unions; nilitary leaders, political bosses
or othcr agcneles. And a sinultancous hunanistic solution to the
population problen rust be found} simply cultivating Chlorella and
the like to fecd hungyy rmasses is not encugh, as thesae sane
nasses will continue to reprcduco-thensclves uncheckcd, And with
a lesscnecd governnental authority, how is such a contraceptive
prograa going to be implomented, particularly over the desperate
protast of the largest church in the world? It follows that
nerc inerease of deerease in size of govaerninent is not enough,
Wrat is necessary is roorganization =~and since the oHrotleons
involved are extroncly scrious, and pervadc the wholc of hunan
lifc, the governnental-social changes will have to be all-
pervasive, And they will have to be in a nore dcnoecratic
direction in the long runj the welfare statc, despite 1ts
tenpting pronises of the Good Lifc, cloarly i1s doonod to failure,

Walter Breon
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For a fictional trcatrnient of "8ocial Darwinism" both dcfcnded
and eulogized, of course, the rcadcr will rencmber Ayn Rand!s
ATLAS SHRUGCGED: for a biting fictional trcatment of the problens
of ovecrpopulation, no reader has to be reninded of Cyril Kornbluth-
and TIG MARCHING MCRONS. Guided by both these herrorific cxtrencsd,
I wrote the cssay on Conant and the schools for Dr, Douglas J.
Duffy, ny first semestcr al Hardin-Simmons; Dr, Duffy, who taught
the only education coursc in ncnory that wos nore than shcer crap.
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Before going on to thc next essay, may we pause for an
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Closely allicd to the problcns attacked on the foregoing
pbages, a problei emeorges in the fileld of cducation -- a probien
daily nore insoluble, :

No natter what our reorganizations, reconstructions or
rcforns of soclety, (and lecavinz aside such filctional treatments
of post-Atonigeddon rural Utoplas as Leigh Brackett?s THE LONG
TOMORROW), it 1s unthinkablc that anyone weuld-seriously suggest
a return to pro-industrialized, rurai-centered, family--farn
socicties. Idealists may long for it, ard isolated groups may
attempt 1t; but for better or for worse, mankind now appears to
be committed to Inereasing mass-producticn, auvtomation, urban-
ization, and their concomitant complexity.,

- To say that such a world has no nlace for the ill.
educated, is to repeat a truism, In an agricultural-rural society,
bare literacy, or at best a grammar-school education, sufficed
the bultk of mankind; a small ellte were given high school training,
and the colleges were reserved for the training of professionals,
specialists, research workers and scholars., Shortly before the
turn of the century, the upsurge of commerclal and economic
growth put the barely literate at an immense disadvantage, and
an Increasing demand for the products of the high school «=that
is to say, for the high-school graduates of that day -—- forced
these schools to opsn theilr doors to a wider group. Free high
schools became the norm, not the exception. This, of course
had some good results, Fewer bright children were forced in%o
the cottonfieclds -~or the cotton mills --at an early age because

"Pa didn?%t hold with that there eddication,!

- But as the demand for the product of the high school
(1,e, the trained mingd) was introduced, without a corresponding
upgrading in the number of good minds per thousand students,
it became apparent that 100%, or even 85% of the nationt!s youth
simply could not profit from high school as the schools then
were, S0 a curious fiction was devised, The program of the
high school-was remodeclled to have- "more reclation to the life of
the student," --bluntly and baldly, the standards werec lowered
to a point where a majority of the students could graduate? ine
cluding those studcnts who would previously have ended their
education at grammar school or aven beforec that, Since these
graduates could "present a high school diploma," the schools de-
luded themselves, and the community, that they were therofore
neeting the crying social nced for more high school gradustes.

Obviously this did not serve for long. Businesses,
professions and occupations scen recalized that the product now
being turned out by the high schools did not meet their standards,
Schools decfended themselves with high~sounding statemcnts such
as the one that they wera serving the needs of the greatest nume
ber (gssentially true), and that the cconoriic conditions of the
country made it essential for youth to prolong the years of
formal education rather than entering the business world (also
essentially truc) while avoiding the heart of the matterj that
they could not give to 90% of the population the same sort of
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training they had given to the 10%. Inevitably, the schools took
over the functions of hone (for inStance, homenaking courscs for|
girls), playground (physical cdueation and socicl-kkills courses,
and on~ticejob apprentwusships (various vocational training); and
when the original 10§ spaplalned that thsy could no longer get
the basic educzation thelr intsliigence denendcd, the high schools
came right back with the flat--footed statcment that this wasnté
the function of the-high schools at allF but of thc-collegecs,

.. . Meanwhlle, The nced kept right on growing, for educaved
youth to hold rcsponsible- jobs, (Note well; by the omphasis on
preparation for good jobs, I am not refecrring to salary or status,
but on the ability ko serve theo neods of society in key spots.)

Incrcasingly, finding that the high~school student did
not fit their requircments, these key posts required two ycars of
collegc or even a college diploma, Increasing population pressure,
and an ever-increasing nccd for educated workers as opposed %o
the ditch-digger varicty, made 1t even morc despcratc. And now
the colleges are fesling the nressurc. They arc being told that
they must take In more and more studcnts and turn out more and
more- trained and cducated ninds.

‘ It is deplorably true that the posscssion of a high
school diploma, thesc days, doos not cven guarantcc that a gradw
uate can rcad and writec., How could 1t? They fail to faee %ho
fact that shoving a third-~class mind through four--or cilghte-
morc years of school will not mako him a flrst-class mind, Yc#%
the cry gocs up; "Stay in school and graduatc; socicty has no
placc for the uneducated.! -And 1t hasn't, Thc pity is, that this
is all true, More and nmorec, it is apparont that thc coiloge grads-
natc alone is prcparcd for Jobs which once requircd only onc ycar
of high school, (c.ges clencntary tecaching,) o

But when the college freshman class 1s tripled, and twoe
thirds of tho froshmon fail to pass the admission requircuments,
the cry goes up that the standards are "unrealistie", Mors and
more instructors gradc on a curve, which means that whatcver
grade 1s made by the majority of students, that is the passing
gradc of "c", and no more than 10% can fall or be judged suporior,
When the studcnt body 1s uniformly intclligent--say an average
- IQ of 120, for whatever that may convey «- onsc can demand that
a mark of "75% shall reprcscnt a passing grado, and all who fall
beclow 1t can be rightly considered lazy or lnattentive, But when
75% of the whole student body makes o grade of 55% on the sanc
test, thon 55 1ls thc "passing grade."

"They say this with some justificatlon; for collcges are
presentcd, as I sald above, with a rcally intolerable dilerma.
They cannot kecp their doors open 2f they consistently "flunk
out" two~thirds of their student body. Icss and less can they
afford to opcrate for thc top 5% of the population. Yet wherc
does 1t stop? Alrcady school boards, sccing what comes out of
the ordinary teachor's college, have started dcomanding a Mastor's
dogrec for permancnt certification,

Increasingly, our socicty dcmands that virtually gll
tha worlzing force must be cducated., responsible, capable of
reading and following dircetions, ﬁhinking clearly, teking re-
sponsibilitics. If cnly a collego-trainod student ncets thaesc
deonands, the cry will go up to.the nation's collegcs -=-has gone

(concluded at the bottom of thc next page)
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STENCIL GAZINGS, CONCLUDED

Wagnerlan records and folle-song tapes, and talked, talked, talked,
Bruce took a hend at helpinsg us pack books in boxes (the few that
hadn!t gone) and cven-offercd to help me with the dishes (an
offer I had to refusc, since our kitchen 1ln Rocljester would have
been a tight squeczc ror two well-fed hobblts, let alone two
solidly bulilt humansi) Instead I parked hin out of the way at
the table and nadc hin hand me things.

We saw hin off next day in Abllene with recal regret.
But Ellls IMllls and Tin Arnlstead are only in Fort Worth 23
hours away) and spring will soon be herc with larks and poems
and fanac,

Fans who rencmber the Kerry portfolio will be-gled to
know that she 1s now marrled ---to an Ablilene quasl-fan, Don
Wallker, Her address is 1426 Ross, Abilenc, Texas,

And--ah yes ~-ny son David, whose baby-sized footprints
In MEZRAB caused F T Laney to froth at the mouth and dcemand with
asperity to know why a fanzine should be filled up with "blather
about bobies", will 1ssuc his own first 1ssuc next-month, Is
that the icy breath of Time I feel? O Temporal 0, how it
fidgets! g ;

')
See you in May, neybe, an) H (/Gen
o YV -
Y Lo ( 2 £

DIGRESSION, concluded

up alrcady; "Glve fis five millllon more Bachelors of Artsi"
Sighing, the colleges will push five more students through their
nills, and the 5% will tighten their belts and take a PhD, And
what hapaens when no one short of a PhD can be trusted to program
the key~punch IBM machlne which replaced threc hundred girls fron
the "commerclal course"? And what Happens when Industry, necdinh
at least 58% of the population with the brains of the top 10%
dccldes that machines —~buillt, scrviced and operated by 10% of
the people ——arc noro trustworthy, and 90% of the population be-
cones pernanently unenployed and unenployable ? :

Is the problen Insoluble? Part of 1t could be solved
by redeciing the wastg of zood minds --- thc onaes who coast along
1n prograns neant for the 90% when they could, with proflt, got
the kind of cducatlen neant for the 137, Part of it lles, perhaps,
in encouraging norc children of intclligent parents and naking it
less positively profitable for the moron and dull-normel to ralse
enornous broods at public expense, (And In differential education
which will cncourage Hi*Q women to have children; few intelligent
ncn want theilr children reared by norons, yet as things now arc
and brilliant wonan justly resents spending her 15 nost productive
years coping with donestiec ninutilac,)

Mecanwhile we arc asking sonmething impossible of the
schools, anéd we should realizec it., We are asking then to to
multiply by magle a scant 10Z of the nation!s youth into 80% or
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thercabouts, The "avera;o” IQ-is no longecr suffﬁcicpt-u nd if you-
distiust IQ statistics as I do; let ue say that whet we necd, then,
is to have 805 of the u,uianfs ‘veuth have the croatlv VeI enoss
the abllity to lcarn, anld tho vgﬂbﬂl ehilities, which chnracterize
only a sunll froctisn, I I know the answer, T would probably be
in Woshingtone solving ite I don’te I know sone of the gucsses,
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"Adolescenls are ill served by schoﬁis which
act as melting pots. When thay get into a staw,
it 1s best if the stew is like a properly prcepared
Japanese scup; cryscal clear, with the individual
qualitiss of thc-odd 1ngrei:ents preservaed; the
Sof% thiags soft, the touch thngs tough, the freen
things green....fron this kind of heterogensity
it is possible to learn something, In this respect
the high school has been getting worse for yearsSiees
the school today is less a stew pot than a blender.
What comes out 1s not merely uniform, it is
bland and crearnyeseso'
Edgar Za. Freisdnberg, in
THE VANISHING ADOLESCENT
Beacon Prass, Boston, 1959

My greatest objection to Dr. Conantl!s approach
to American cecducation is this Whatever he says
pafrONLangly, about the 1mportﬁnbc of wnd*viduai
differcnces, he is trying to build a bigger and
better mush pote.

COMVBMNT 2L/ ISATLD

I

The task of evaluating, or revaluating the Conant
approach to Amcrican public oﬂuca+1on has becn an enmotionally-
charged onc for me, since I have Conant's first honk to thank,
or blame, for reazakenlﬁ my interest in teaching as a career.

Without extended biog srashy, from 1946 to 1949 I
attended the Teacincr!s College in Albany New York,- My first
year was taken up-with cxc1u81velj acadeuvc courses, and in
my sophomore year, when a course called Education 10 was re-
quired of all s+udopts the accidents of the schedule placed ne
In a section taught by the collcae psycholo 1ist, durlng bota
senesters, So that while thie other scctions were getting ?
later discovered, two semesters of nothing at all hut pla{1+udes,
in our scction tne course ftitles of Eduecational Psychology and
ngcnology of Adolcscegnce were accurate and descr;ptlve. [
wore given pure psychology, and let the methodologics fall
where tbey mlpht.
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In the flrst screster of ay junior ycar, howcvcr. I
was exposed to =--or should "say,. coliidsd with --- the: cduca=
tional thcorics of Zhc nid-forticsy oonsisﬁnp1 in bricf, of
the idca that' a schoolls prinary purpose wds to adjust thc
. student==-gently if possible. etherwise by evcry trick in tho

bogk = to soucthlnv callcd. soclety.
: I discovercd to ny lasting dismay, that the ideal
'studont was the mcdlan or average ‘student; that nediocrity was
. ‘never to be disparaged, and excoTICnco, if not positively dan~
" gerous, at lecast a suspicious gevigtion from thc norn. The
Iollowing eyccrpt firon a’letter written that yoar, aithough the
‘exadgoratlon of a malcontent, in svlfncxplan tory, 4
"Our cducation, courso --in a word, Tccenagers
arc:not really intcrosted in anything cxceept othor
3 toqnaﬂors and if they arg, thoy shouldn't be. High
school isn 't good for much cxcept helping thenm to
~ get along with their. age-group. The A studcnt 1s
. the shamc of the schooly if an pdoloseent:gots so
-far fron rcallty that hc st1ll earcs .about nmarks and
schoolwork, then he 1s seriously maladjusted, and
you oflght to take: hin in‘hand and firnly gon%ly
guide hin (sic) back to bectter cmotional hcalth

and a fuller- Intcrcst in.hls sox life, - If ncccssary,

take thc poor'deluded child!s baoks away from hin -

and cnroll hin forcibly in a coursc in Squarc

Dancing or Dating BCAavior to bring hin out of

hinse¢lfl.™

" This nay soen extrcmc, but the collogc did nothing 10
keop me fron developing these notlons. Whon I respectfully
questlonecd-thesc revclations, I was asked 1f I wantcd to bring
back Latin, Grock and floﬂaing to the ‘schoolroom, And the
official. voicc of the Now York Education Departnent :speaking
through the Guide to Curriculum Construction,- ‘daronishod no;

"youna pconlec who arc not cqual to .the demands -
of a ncw social pattorn....appropriate to their age,
nay rcdouble their intercst in schoolwork as a covere
up for thelr failures in soclal situdtions. Synpatheote
lc tcachcrs arc alert to this bchavior, and -try: to
holp thc youngstorr...WOrk out a rore rounded progran,"

Whilc theorctically agrccing that youngstcrs should
not 1live in a toxthool worlkd, the way this was prescpnted made
ne feel that they wanted to abolish: the supcrior .and intecrcsted
student in the sanc way they hopod o abolish the disciplinary
problecn or the retarded rcadecr, And T rcsolvoed that nothing
on carth could nake ;¢ troat hclpless adolcsecnts that way,
and gavc up.the idca of tcachlng as a.carccr.

I hAd nover heard'df Dowey excent in bad joLos. I
belicved that this ~~the mcdiocrltjbworbhlppinﬁ vicw just
auotcd=~ was represcntativé of progressive cducation,: I folt
there fust be a bottor way toltcach, 1nd privancly I. put- 1t
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into practiccy with groups of nusle students in choir and volcc
classcs, with ny son's nlaymates, with tutoring in rcmcdial
rcading, But I fclt ny anproach was utterly outlawed in the
public schools =~ thils concern for individuals rather than norns,
this Intecrcst in children as they are rather than as thecy ought
to be. :

In 1958 I first rcad of thc Conant rcport, with 1ts
criphasls on cxecllcnec, its conccrn for the gifted, its attompt
to solve the problen of the many students not qualificd for
acadenic work while not ncglceting the acadeonleally talented;
and I rcturncd to ny first love: the passion to tcach,

Naturally, aftcr nmy expcericncc at State, I began ny
cducation coursc with hostility and suspicion, I didn't know
what progrcssive cducation was, but I wasn!t in favor of it,

(At loast, I wasn't in favor of what I thought it was,) When
this papcr was assigncd, and wc werc in offcet cormanded to tear
Conant 1linb from limb, ny hostllity rmst have bcen fclt all the
way down thc classroori, But as ny bundlc of prcjudlecs and nis=
conecptions has gilven way to a fow facts and a lot of opcn-cnd
questions, ny attitude has altercd, I was nildly-distrcssed to
rcalizc tﬁat when I re-rcad Conant for this paper, I no longer
agrccd so wholc=hcartcdly, I found rysclf snarling "Ycsy BUTes"
rathor than »urring "Exactly so,"

This analysls, thcn, rcprescnts not an cvaluation but
a rcvaluation of Conanty and I havc writtcon an cxtended cossay
for the purposc of findlng out what I think, In attcmnpting to
pull sonc ordcr out of thc chaos, i1t is ny hopc that I nay put
soric ordcr into ny own thoughts, "And if 1t turns out too
lengthy, and soncwhat too personal, ny only dcfensc is thisg
that thc assignnent was cxtroncly wvaguc; that we worc commanded
to bc ¢rcatlve; and finally, that from wherc I now stand, tho
formulation and wvcrbalization of an cducational philosopﬁy is
norc important than anything clsc-~- cven an 4 gradc on a torn
papar in Education 213-4,

II
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

The busincss of cvaluating thc Conant study-could be
donc In any of scvcral ways., To study his statisties, graphs
and charts, and to say anything scnsiblc about them, would do=
nand far norc nathcnatics than I have at ny econnand, To dcse
cribg the books, give a bricf rcsuwiwc of cach, and sum up his
conclusions, would be the casy ways; but this would provc only
that I know how to rcad, and how to take notcs on what I rcad,
If, on-thec othcr hand i werc to takc mp cach of Dr, Conantls
points, statc why I likc or dislikec it, and what I would rcc-
cormond in its place (or what I think 5r. Duffy would rcconncnd)
would bec to attach too great an importancc to ny pcrsonal
opinlons, And I don't have a Harvard dcgrec, or any dcgrcc at
all, to lend wolght and rcspecctability to this procccding,

I would probably cnjoy writing such a papcr, but I have scrious
doubhts as to whether the instructor would considcer that I had
cnploycd ny tinc profitably--~or his,
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‘How to c¢ompronisc?

) First; it will attcmpt to surmarizc thc Conant
studics and thc assuaptions on which they arc bascd; with an
cvaluation, ncecasarily bversonal, of cach assumption,

Scoond; 1t will oxaninc cach of thc spceific rceome
nendations made by Conant for irmroving the American high school,
in thc light of two questions; (a) How docs- it ncasurc up to a
theorectieal 1dcal? and (b) Would it bec an improvencnt on the
brcsont connon practlicec in thc average school, _

I nay as wcll statc in advanec that the answer to the
sceond question is usually "Yes.' In ny opinion, alnost gpfr
ting would be an inmprovcient on thc average pubiic'high school
as %t oxists 1n this ycar of graecc --or of disgracc, _

Finally, I will attcopt to ovaluatc-Conant pragnatio-
allys W1lll-his plans be adoptcd? If adontecd, will thcy work?
If rcjoctcd, arc we likoly to got-anything bc%tcr? Would
their adoption improve, or nodify, ny probablo futurc as a
tcacher? How would this affcet the cduecational fubturc of ny
son? Arc hils plans worthy of thc attontlon and support they ;
have rcecived? And finelly, has this study becn worth the. tine
it conswicd, in the light of assisting ne to undcrstand the
problen of %he schools, and to forrmlatc a phllosophy and
cthos of teaching? s

ITT AL
CONANT!S BASIC ASSUMPTIONS -

Who 1s Jancs Bryant Conant? He was primarily a chone
18t w==-which possibly oxplains thc cmphasis ho placcs, in his
prograny on the physical scicnces, Hc was prestdent. of -Harvard
at forty, He has,y so thc forcword of his first book statcs,
nade intcensive studlces in comparative cducatione Fromn 1957
to 1959 he nmade an "intcnsive study" of Amcrican high schools,
and in 1958 he publishcd THE AMERICAN HIGH SCHOGL: a First
Report to Interested Citizens,

Sinec then he has been producing books at a groat
ratc, EDUCATION IN A DIVIDED WORID, SLUMS AND SUBURBS, THE
CHILD, THE PARENT AND THE STATE, And probably others .I havoerly
yct hcard about, Hc has ropidly turncd into that i1dol of the
Ancriecan scni-litcrate; an Authority. A person to be quoted,
or, norc frcquently, nilsquoted, when onc is not quite surc of
oncls own ground, L

His books havc-had Ilmnensc popularity arong laymcen,
They have beea prescntcd, sufficicntly watcred down, in such
nagazincs as the LADIES HOME JOURPAL, They have been discusscd
by tcachcrs discontentcd with thelr school prineipal, and by

prineipels dissatisficd with their todohing staff., They arc
perhaps nost widcly discussed by thosc who have not rcad then,
or have rcad only a nagazince sumnary of thcir contents., They
arc nisquoted, fron out-of-contcxt cxcorpts by onc's favoritc
purveyor of prcdlgestcd thoughts, by alnost cvcrybody.

Sincc this pheaoncnon epplics to alnost cverything
fron the Scerct of Bridey Murphy to the Kinscy Report, it bew
hooves the sorlous student to go to the books theomselves, and
find out what they are rcally all about,
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Thc conparison with Kinscy is not 1dle, ZXinscy hinsclf
was distrcsscd when he discovercd that he was beclng quoted, after
his scx studics, as a Final Authority on scxual nonncrs and norals,
An oppalling nunber of pcople with whon I have discusscd Conantts
books suffcr from the misconccption that Dr. Conant has pcrsonally
visitcd alnost cvery hizh school in the country, and that his
findings arc all bollcd down into his hooks, Conant hinsclf
disclains thls absolutcly; hc carly statcs "I dcecldcd...eto con-
ccntratc ny attention on ﬁigh schools with a high degrcc:of cone
prchecnsivencssg” Beforc he cven began studyling schools, then,
hc had eliminanéd 85% or norc of -all schools; ard hc visitcd 55
schools, iIn a total of 18 statcs, spccifying beforc considering a
school %hat it st ncetv all his idcal standards for conprchon-
sivcncss, Ji'st as Kinscyis rcport on Soxual Bchavior in the Hunan
Male turncd osut to be a-study of a linited number of whitc Ancre-
ican nlddlc~class malcs, so Conantis rcpsrt on thc Anorican High
School ‘turns out to be a rcport on a snall nunmber of a typc of
school which is actually <ery rarc in thc Unitcd Statcs,

Onc cannot, of coursc, disniss thesc findings (as sone
disnisscd Kinscy?ls ﬂy saying tﬁat ne was talking about soriconc
clsc, not oncfs own friends and ncighbors, Kinscy has addcd rmch
to our knowlcdgc of human bchavior, if only for thc benefit of
getting an oftcn=-Iignored subject out in the light-for a good
looking=over, Conant has nade pecople. think about, talk about and
writc about thc schools, But he is not the ultinatc Final
Authority which sonc pcople would like to think he lse.

Conant statcsj; '"The study has nadc no attempt to answer
such quostions as "Iow good is the Anocrican High School," The
question which hc has attempted to answor, he clcarly statcs;

"Can a school, at onc and the sane tine, providae

a good egcncral-cducation for all the future citlzens
of a dcmocracy, provide clectlve prograns for the -
najority to develop uscful skills, and. educatc
adcequatcly thosc with a talcnt for handling

advanced acadcrile subjccts~~ particularly advanced
nathenatics and forcign langucges?!

But cven this question lecaves ambigultics, Conant doos’
not, for instonec, dcfinc "a good gonoral education" for all thosec
future citizens, though In THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, hc rmiakes a
vague statcrient that by 9th gradc "they should be able to rcad
the front nagc of a nowspaper.'

Nor docs hc definc that word "adequatcly" whcn he cone
sidcrs provision for thce acadenically talcnted,

Nor docs he evcr ~~ncrhaps the rnost scrious onlssione=
state on what basis he divides off that najority who rmust develop
fuscful skills" or statc on what basis these gkills arc to be
"yseful." (Althdugh onc night conecludc that possibly he neant to
classify children by their progress in clcmentary algcebra, discard-
ing thosc who werc incpt or wnintercstsd into the useful~skills
brackct,)

Conant 1s sald to cxpand on this in SLUMS AND SUBURBS,
which I could not-obtain for this study; Ralph McGill, in his
syndicated eolurm, quoted Conant on the "social dynanite' accun-
ulating in sluns where children, he says, are getting too rmch
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academic and too. little voecational:training, For an expansion
of Conant!s theory let us turn o another book and another author.,
Mayvin Mbyer, in THE SCHOOLS (Harper ond Bros, 1961}, Mayer says;

. ITn EDUCATION FOR A DIVIDED. WORLD, Conant calls for
a "comnmon core' or "common leernings" which will unite
dn a single cultural pattern the future carpenters,
factory worker, bishcp, lawyer...professor and garage .
mechanic, But elsevhere in the Same book, he (Conant)
wrote that "what might be a satisfactory curriculum
in one group of pupils mlght be: highly unsuitable for
another....the difiference 1s not due to: d:screpanples
in the intellectual capacities,,..but to the eocial
situation in which the boys and girls are »nlaced,
Mayer comments on this wvery necullar doubletalk by saying,

An educator may go one of Conant!s ways or the other-'
he connot possibly go both ways at the sane timc,,...
there 1s something highly distasteful about the notion
-that a child?!s famnily situation should deternine the -
educwtion for which he is eligible,

Conant, however, £inds it possible’ to raconcile them with his
personul panacea for everything that ls wrong with public educa=-
tion, the Comprehensive School,.{as opposed to the exclusively
acadénic or vocational high school,)

For Conant-gdog i answer the basic question quoted on
page 5 of this paper, 1 a loud resounding YES: and 1t comes so
natly that-one feels he wrote out the answer bafore vilsiting those
55 schools, and-searched therc for evidence to confirm tHe taestis -
mony, (In fact, he stands convicted.out of hls own mouth of dolng
so, saying that he felt that if he could find one school which
was doing this satlsfactorily, his point would be proved, ) Nowhere
in hls paper doos he suggest ahy doubt that ol our 4dducational
headachcs could be oured by remodaeling all our schools into C Ol
prohensive ‘schools like his 1deal onao, Ho writes;

"The number of small high schools rust be drastically
roduced through district reorgonization, Aside from
this important change, I beliove no radical alteration

is necaessary to improvc our public high schools,"

And in THE CHILD THE PARENT AND THE STATE, ho goes cven furthors
Mo eeWe need no radical change: in thls basic nattern,
except as regards thc schools sthat are too small,”

The weight of thils triumphant conclusion 1s a 1little roduced when

one racalled that cven anong 59 sifted schools, he found only -

clght which measured up to hils standards., So it agppsars to ne

at hils sanple was too small for such gcnerallzations, And ‘
1f cven his chosen comprchensive sclisols do not nmeasure.up,. one. ..
wonders how on carth he expeets the avérago school to do so.

And tha whole study begs-the questiony Mh%;g -did he get that ,

swacping conviction that, of all mannor of schools now operating,

the comprchensilve school is the bast? o ,
To return for a moment. to hls: socialvtheory ‘yhich

asscrts that the '"majority" ought to develop ";seful skills." To

—— 2P



ne., the nost wondecrful-thing in the whole Conant study (in the
exact dictionary scnse, ncaning full of wondgr) is thisj; he
belicves therc is still o placc for “vocational training,!

I very sceriously question the valuc of "terminal
cducation" for noncollegc svudcnts which prenarcs then for voco-
tional deadecnds which may not cven cxist ton ycars aftor they
groducte. How can we assume --when IB¥ nachincs,-run by a single
college=trained programiing or koy-punch engincer, hondlc the
clerical tasks which once reproscntcd four hundred girls «-=that
tcaching a girl typewriting and shorthand wili guarantec her a
ncans of sclf=support for the fifty posteschool ycars our lengthen-
ing 1lifespan grants her? CGranted that the girl is In school, and
shc has to be learning soncthing. 4And therc is a cgilcgcmtrained
toacher with a M,S, degirce alil r1cady to teach the commercial course,
and thoerc arc all thosc nicc typewriters, Tnc girl is kecping her
fingers busy, and--pcrhaps---her nind out of mischief, whilc she
pecks away in the checry assumption that she will bc able to gect
hersclf a good job, or support hor childrcn if she is lcft widowcd,
But should not the professional cducators, at lecast, adnit to
thensclves and to each other that they arc ncrcly kceping the
girl off thc strcets and out of hor nothert!s way, wiillc they
try to dceide what lics ahcad of her in socicty?

The sare thing apnlics to thousands of boys studying
Agriculturc courscs, bascd on family-farm methods ("Thc vory
heart of the Amncrican Way of Life") while day aftor day the fanily
farns disappear invo the maw of the great comneréial factorye
farns, Or the nillions of lads dutifully lcarning woodshop and
netal=shop tochniques made hopelcssly obsolcete by mass production,
Grantecd thoy learn manual dextority and nrovide thconsclves withere
perhaps -=-~ innocuous hobhlcs, But is this vocational training?

Would not the schools be wiser to discard thcir "vocaw
tional" »rograns and concentratc on turaing out yosung ncople who
can rcad well, write well, think and cxpross theusclves to thc
linit of their ncntal capacitics -« thcn lcave it up to tonorrow?s
industrics to train these cducatcd, but unspeecializcd young
peoplo for whatever ungucssed tasks nay be waiting then?

Most high school "wocational" prograns rcnind nc of the
"prison rchabilitabion" progran in one Midwest prison, By way
of teaching them an honest trado, prisoners learn shocmaking in
a finc, wellwcquipped shop. The wholc statc has threc shoc g
factorics, of which two will not cmploy ox-conviets at all., Tho
work, doubtless. crcates o blesscd timc=filler-for nen who night
otherwisc be going melancholy nad with boredon, or croating a
distvrbance in thelr oclls, So do thc vocational prograns. They
proviéc, pecrhaps, thec only posslblc answcr for the student on the
lower margin of ccucability, But the majority of studenis who
mist somcday carn a living, necd nore than this,

3 There 1s only one "useful skill" which will still be
current twenty ycars fron today, and that is the ability to
think clearly and accuratcly, 19 live and work with others, to
understand the written word, to ocxprecss ones self, In short,
the only markctable skill of truly lasting currency is the trainad
nind, alert and rcsponsive, It helps if the trained nind is a
good nind, But tralned fingers will not nake a poor onc rore
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sclfwsupporting in the space age, If the schools connst train
"ninds uwp to thelr capaclty within this franework, they should adialt
- 1t, now, and closce tholr doors while therc is still ting to creato
sonethiqg in their placao. '

- Returning to Conant's scecond baslc assumption, which I
consider shakyo This sacond assurption is that-there is only onc
alternativve to his beloved uomprchcngivc schocl, and the alternat-
ive 1s the 100% acadenic pre-uvniversity ochool, Europc“n stylc,

In THE CHITD, THZ PARENT AND THE STATE, he spares a fcovw nages to
rofute what he calls "radical rc*orncrs" who think hc (Conant) is
"eonscrvative," I thought I was going to rcad Conantf®s defonsc
against progressive, flcxible oducation; to ny startlencnt, I.
discovercd that the "r“dLP”l rcforicrst hc attacks arc thosc rcace
tionarics who want-to establish the formnlizcd lyedg systenm for
the acadonmic clite, abolish all social qctivitlos, and lowecr the

.- schoolwlcaving age for cveryonc elsc,

‘He Justly derolishes thesc peoplce, but he never spares
a nod for thosc who would advancs #m the othor dircetion. He gives
curt, offhand perriission to study "advances" such as cducational
tclev1sion but rostly he wants to reinforcc ‘and solidify tho
prcsant systc“, stiffen its backbone, and roh 1t of 1ts occasional
divcrsionﬂry or cxpcrinental cher&ctcr. He \anvsgsos

"The road to bether schools,.,.iiight be cansidcrod nercly

a widcning, straightcning and inprovcencnt of the
nrcsent rathor overgrown and w1nding lanc along which

: nost childrcn wandcPy's & o

Ho nay not be all to blanc, Ho has presunebly secn the
chaos of lmporfcoetly digested, Improperly inplcmonted and incffic~
iontly taught parodicd of the "oxooricncc-ccntcrcd" school, The
public inagc af the progressive school is a nlacc where kiddics
run riot, oxpressing their peorsonalitics at the expensc. of thc
toachch rclcasing their frustrations by throwing paint or beating
each other up, and lcarning cexactly what they wish, or nothing at
alls The foliowing quotation fron Marjorie Lcals fHE LION HOUSE
is evidently serious and not intended to be satirical;

"Oh, some of the public schools arenl!t so bad

novw, Thcy nake fudgo at-Richict!s,”

"Yos5," sighed Fronnic, "but what good 1s-

that? %g cy-usc a rocipel"
And just the other doy, whon I asked a fifth-grade teacher why
it was not possible to usc a norc flexible fornat, she put ne
kindly in ny plaee with o patronizing "Well, of course we all
know  that prograessive cducatlJn all that Dowoy stuff, docsntt
work, Of coursec you aren't ﬂdvocating () stakrirel

Unfortunately, I dlscovored the g2 s Lg for rctort

v few days too latc, MArvin o yer answered this
In spcaking of Duwcyls progrcssivisn ong rmst
copy Chestertonts ronark on Cnriotianity that
1t has not beon tricd and found wanting, it has
becn found difficult and not tried,"
Conant!s onc rcluctant criticlsn of the Amorican cducational
systcn ~-that tho rapid aboliition of the small school is a top
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priority~= sccms to arisc out of his onc all-oneconpassing prcnisc;
that such schools arc not comprchensive cenough,

We ought to think before we swallow this whols,s It is
bitterly trus that small schools are not, at present, educating
anyone proporiy. In the corimnity wherc ny son atiends school, 1
face tne possibilitvy that he --age 11, fifth gradc, rcading with
a speod and comprehaension which standard grade school achilevenent
tests no longer measurce adequately -~ will get onc ycar of algebra,
two years of gencralized, watered-down scloucec taught by the coach
In his sparo time, sone courses in Agricultuarc which will require
hin to kcep a plg or chickens in the back yard, and sone English
courscs which will, among obthcr things, provide hin a specially
abridged version of Jvauhoe to rcad at the assigned ratc of fen
pages a day. (He rcad »Lg Once and Fagurg Klng through on a weck
end, and analyzed intell.gent.y tha ciirerenses between Whilte and
his King Artitire) Fe will also azquira a fow woozy platitudes
called gocial studiesy carefully onasculsted orf any ideas whilch
night offend the comrmnity, and attend a required course in hyglene
ained nostly at tazaching hgm the evils of tobacco, alecohol and
narcotics (in that order.)

Consolidaticn would at-least expose him fand thousands
11ke hinm) to 2 few nore teachers, tripling the possibility that
he will coms iInto contact with ona good, dedicated nind; it will
exposec him-to ert, rusic and foralgn langusges if he cares to
learn then, and lei hin stwly natn, and runnage in a library, And
1t will not linit his learining experisnce to the kind of teacher
who is willing to live buried in a libraryless, resourceless snall
town,

But consoiidation will not cure the worst smalleschool
ills., Nor ruzt we assurie that size alone nakes these spmall schhols
poor., Mayvlin Mayor tolis about a very small school «= 30 pupills,
2 teachecrs -.. whereo prinary to preo-colloge students ninglc, sach
one getting individual instruction at his own levsl, and the
group attacking such things as natural history with a united opene
seninar approach, I attended such a school = fifty studcnis,
glght grades, two teachers -- whero the whcle school had the
experlence of living with all ages and all levels, the small
students adniring and ormlating the blg boys and girls, the older
ones helpling the small oncs with galoshes, drawing paper and suns,
If consolidation nmeans only that the individual studcnt is to be
lost 1n the nass-~produced lockstep of *he blg city school, the
botter alternativse would be *pofal decentralizatlon,

Beecause thls is whewc Conant fells down. - Ho advoecated
adninilstrative changes of all soris, size; conprehcnslvencss =m
but he does not ahiack the basic problen In oducation, wkich is
the quality of the fteaching., and vhe logs of individual and intelle-
ectual valucs for ths individual studont.

I

At the bogloning of hls list of "Specific Recormendations®,
Conant nakes a surprisling statencnty

"Ihis scetion of the report nay appear too conssrvative
for nost readers.

I wonder if Dr, Conant s even aware that post readers
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anong the laymcn to whon he addresscs his book consider then not
conscrvative at all, but danzcrously radlcal? '

Fron: wvherc 1 sit, of course, Conant 1s abput as radical
as Barry Goldwaoter, Bui 1T is an ostrich attitudé®to rcalizc that
schuol hoards (rostly consisting of folkay nmayors and nicc old
granrties) think of hie ifdeas as radical innovations. I Conant 1s
so far unawarc of tho Ancrican soclal structure of public edaucation,
the outiying districts where 75% of Anericals studconts attcond
school, docs this not iavelldate the swoaping qualitly of his study?

His t'irst recormendation is for a Yeounsclling  systen”
with one fulletine guldance officer for cvery 250 purils. in close
contact with parents and studcents to work out individualized pro-
grancs.

I-have becn 1n correspondcnce with tcen-ageks all over
the country, including somc fron large schocls wherc "idcal" coun-
seling systens exist, Herc is how "Janc Doe! dcseribed her
counsclling intcrviews at such an ideal school;

"I°d go in and ho’d say 'How arc you getting
along, Jane? * I'd say °Oh, fine,*® Then ha'd
hand ‘ne a nadc-up list of courses to take next
yoar, and I'!'d say 'Thank you" and that would be
that for another torn,."

This may be an unfair picture; this particular Jane is
an energotic, able, ambiticus girl, the daughter of a doctor, and
quite aware of her own anbitions and eapabilitics, Students with
real problens get more help than that, even nows The guldance
officcr 1s usually wolleneaning, whatever elsc he may or not be,
and dc¢sperately overworked,

. Would Conant!s systenm inprove present practicc? Possibly,
Wherc one "guldance worker" serves a school of 900 pupils (as in
the high school I attended), a pupil is lucky to get a fivee

ninute interviow once a ycarj especially when the counselor also
mist handle discipllinoe and kecp 2ll the schooll?s rocords. In
snaller schools, guidance 1s left to a busy prineipal, and all

too often means only that he sponds an hour now and then with

sone sorious disciplinary problem, or talks with a worried parent
or a fallling student,

But how does Conant's peceompendation stack up against
the 1deal? Poorly, I think, Ideally guidance should cone from a
classroon teacher who knows the student?!s capabllities and 1s
Intcerested in him as an lndividual, Thoss who conplaln that the
teacher has no tine for counseling ought to remind thenselves that
under present practice, she 1ls believed to have time for nmonitor
duty in the halls, disciplining, kecping lunch-money records,
selling tickets to school plays, chaperoning parties and checking
the toillets for unauthorizcd snoking~--all of which could be
handlcd by students themscelves or by workors without the extensive
training which toachers have in working with students, '

I should add that I have very serious reservatlions about
"counselling prograns" which have, as their naln goal, the
"ad justnent" of the student to thecoretical norms. Freiscenberg
quoted at the beginning of this paper, spcaks of the regrettabis
onotional nauling which students frequentliy undorgo in such a
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prograi. Counsclors, with chwiilncss and "taet", work on the
fcclings of a kid so desperate for approvel that hs will vio-
late his own porschnality and individuvelity to furn into the
kind of 'inice, wcll-adjustcd student' tiac counsclor wants hin
(however well-ncaningly) to be: thus abandoning the unique in-
dividual-he is, and laying the groundwork for the curicusly
formiless, group-ninded conformist of our day,

T...the goals of such guidance comne, not

from the student, but from the staif member's

idea of what a nice boy should be I1ilke,

This also operates in the case of the class-conscilous
guldance werkar who will push a low-stats (25 opposed to a low=
capability) child into a wvccatiornal course "winere a.ll his ffiends
and peers ars" or a high-status onse into a college=entrancs
groun kacause of parenlal pressures., I[f the counseling system
only reinforces the already-toor-apparent eiatusc system of the
community, it would he bstier abolished, And Conan?i spells out
no recommandation for improving the qualiuy of counseling; only
raising the number of personnsl,

Recomuendation #23 that. each student pursue an individ-
valized, flexiblie program, without clearly defined "tracking,"

‘Weuld this imnrove present practics? It would, All
too often, a college entramce student is prevented from taking
a longed~for eiective bscause it belongs to onec of the other
"tracks", and isn®’t on tho college preparatory list, For a
girl who ended up as a professional writer; a course in touch
tyning would have saved me countless backaches and calluses on
taree overworked fingers, Yet I couldn!t take typing without
also taking shorthand and various other business courses,

Idcally, I suppose, every studcnt would takec a course
designed indivldually for all his educational nceds, most of his
wishes, and a few of his whims, It?s a nice drcam,..,

Recommondation #3; Conant stipulates minlmum rcquired
program of 4 years of English, 3 or 4 of social studics, onc of
mash and onc of scicnce, Would this improve actual practice? I
doubt it. Most schools in most states already hgve such require-
mentse.eosand far too high a percentage of them ean ncither read
well nor comprchensively, wriic exprcssively, or havec any basic
understandings of socicty and the world, Moroly reiterating a
requiremont alrcady in force will not raisc the number of students
who gatisfactorily complete thaesc coursacs. '

I fecl that the empnasis on V"years" and "oredlts"
shonld be dropped, [t 1s either too much, or too littlc, The
current muzh and-mishmosh which pagsses for "social studicst
could be droppad, mnmissed, from most curricula. Thcre is, of
course, a pressing nced o replace it with a program of rcal
undcrstandings of the world and socicty, This new program would
cmbrace history (worid history, no% patriotiz Amcrican myths
reprinted as fact) lmcluding the bailding and structure of
goverrmonts, and the lessons of the past, Geography--not little
stories about Hilda, a girl of Holland, or drab mcmorizzd lists
of caplta.l ¢itice and chicf oxporbe,-but real learnings about
the shapc and siruciuwre of our earth, including geology and
cecologys and a «oncirmous, required program off currcnt problems
taught from a nonpartisan viewypoint, This will bc dcalt with

) Y
— AL



nore fully under Reecormeniation # 21, '

"Four-ycars of English" 1s-too nueh or too 1ittle.
The student who, in the cighth grade, has a good grasp of the
. gramnatical structurc of thc languago and a mastcry of basic
"skills of sclf-cxprcssion, should novcr agaln bo forced to
wastc wecks and wccks drliling on page aftor pagc of cxcrcisecs-
designed to demonstratc the differcncc botween "lie! and "lay’,
"sit and sct!", "bring" and "take." (Nor should hc be allowed
to sit in boredom whilc others do soy) Nor should the student
who recads extcnsively on his own bec roquirod to plough through
watorcd=down classics at tho snaills? pace of the avsragc class,
He should be allowed, or rcquircd, to usc thesc skilis by
dolng oxtensive, _ndividually guiécd rcading, rescarch and
writing, While the child who has impcrfoctly mastcrcd these
skills in thc grammap school will not be boncfitod by the formal
. "English class™ cithor, with a 1littlc grammnar, a littlo liter-
aturc and a littlc solf-oxprossion; that sbtudont nceds basie
" work on roading and wr:ting skills, sonctimcs at lcvels as low
as tha third grade, Thc curront "English courso' bores the
" bright and baffles the dull, with bencfit to nonc.

Is thc answor to thils in Conant's Recommondation # 4
which rccognlzcs the spread of abilitics and suggests ability—
grouping in rcquircd courscs? Would this improve currcnt prace
ticc? Rogrctfully, i1f thco present system must beo contlnuod I
say yess Curront mothods groupad hcterogencously, only moan
tne of two thingsj; cither tho class moves at the paco of the
slowest, or lGaVOS the slowcr students hopolesly floundering
beyond %holr depth, This is fair to noither, and somc ability
grouping (1f we kecp the prcscnt systerm) wouid at least rclease
a littlc of thec Intolerable frustration of such courscs for the
bright and for the slow, But it 1s rcgrettabls. that SO0 poor an
answer must be considcrod, Marvin Mayor says;

‘ In the current statc of teaching nothods...the
homogensous group 1ls morc *tcachable? than the
randon groupP,...but this proccdurc matches thc
woaknasscs of toachers, rather than the facts
of cducability.”

A roally good tcacher will handlc a "mixcd" group better than

a homogencous onc, It pornits, among other things, group exper=-
icnces of a botter kind, Tho bright studonts contribute idcas
and can bring supplcmentary work before the classj whilc the
slowcr students oftcen gain a spark from the cnthusiasm of thc
others which is sadly lacking in homogcnoously grouped schools,

Thosc who talk about the presencc of bright studcnts
giving the rotarded ones an infcoriority complex (or the dull
ones frustrating theo brilliant) should have becen present in ny
mislc group, wherc studcnts rangcd fron the talonted girl
alrcady playing Bach two=part inventions on the piano, to the
girl so rmsically limitcd that hoer voice was a monotonous drone
when she began to sing, simply becausc hor car had not yot
lcarnod to dlstinguLsh tonc from tonec, Obviously onc cannot
put such childron in compctition with onc anothcr, But one

can bo incredibly frank with young peoplc about thelr doficiency
of achievement «--1f thc teachor’s praise or criticisn is
always firnly undcrstood to bo of the achigvemcont and not of the
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individual child'!s valuec as a person. In far too many schools,
the teachcr!s approval is given, or witheld, to thc exact extent
of the individual childl!s »porformancc in that tcacher'!s subjccte
But I could say to the-schni-tonc-dcaf girl (and any teachcr could),
"Tercsa, do that again, that's-not right yct," bocausc Teorcsa
know that I was as fond of her. and as intoracrted in her, as

I was in thc naturally gifted fnna Jecan. Thie also gavec ne the
opportunity to show these gilrls how expericnce and hard-work

can to some cxtont romedy a dcficicney of natural gifts, by

the fact that this girl, (whom her mothor calicd "tone dcaf")
could sing, within six wocks, corroctly and in tunc--~ Znsing tho
pitch far ioss ofton than tho rmsical=butelnatteniive girl ncxt
to her, Onc of ny proudest monents was vhen I wen’ to a piano
rocital and heard this girl ("with no meical talant whatsosver™)
play a simple piccc with rcal fceling for tinc novomcnc and tho
rmusical structurec, And to dismiss the Ideca that I am Intercsted
only in thc retarded, I haston to add that ol the norc talented
ncobers of that same group, threc nade higaly-sclective college
choirs in their freshman ysar, and the fourth is one of tho six
"Riders™ at HSU, I could not havc achicved those satisfactions
in a group of ths unifornly dull, or the uvnifornly talcnbted,

But this group was small, and partleipation was volw
untary; in fact. a studernt could be dismissed for scrious inate
tention or lack of intcerest. In tho orowded "required courses!
of public schools, somnc abiiiiy grouplng would lighten the
intolcrable ioad at both cnds of the scale, Whorc the dull student
chcats if ho can manage it (bocaude only gradcs, not actual
lcarning, is ncasurcd) becausc any violation of pcrsonal codcs
scens prceforably to hinm than "sitting in that darncd o0ld class
another year and-lcarning thosc darned datcs all over again',
(or, nost likelyg, failing to learn thom all over again) and
the bright studont daydroams or rcads-endlcss novcls undcr the
desk while the tcacher drills, drills, drills 1likc an &noxport
dentist without novocain. My perecoption of the novsl KRISTIN
LAVRANSDATTER still rctains the ncnory of a woodcn dcesk adge and
the sound of nmy tengh grade English tcacher's voicc, droning
on and on about the parts of spcecch I had nmastercd in scventh
gradc, This was bad for my oycs, my school spirit and ny posturcy
yet I rcad a dozon novels there, and carried honc an A-plus
anyway, What clse could the teacher dc? The State syllabus
reguircd that we know thoso parts of spocch by tho tine-the
Regents cxans came around —-if t0o many studcnts failed, it was
assuncd to bec her favlte And the school rules forbadc hor to
rclcase the rest of us to work in ths library, practice in the
rusic roon, play in the gyn, or do anything oiso whatsoever that
would bc of any earthly usc to ns, And at lcast thc novele -
rcadcrs worc-less troublc than the oncs who wors whispering,
hair-.conbing, shuffiing thelr foet or making oycs at the boys or
the glrls depending on gehdcr, :

Conanti ?s Recormcndatlon # 5, about a-supplcmont to the
diplona, ecarrying a pornancnt rccord of grades, brings from ns a
loud "Hooray," Of coirgq a student with a high school diplona
should bo asswniaed capabla of roading and writing., -But ny husband,
who at tines trains rellroad teicgraph apprentices, can ermphati-
cally say othcrwise, No applicarts arc cvcn intervicwed, nowadays,
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without the aforesaid diploria, From the linited corprcohcnsion
of the writtcon anl &polaon word displaycd by thase "Cuarantecd
diplomas-worthy" anprenticos, hc wonders audibly and oftcn what
kind of epplicants they turn down. Many jobs now requlrc "two
ycars of collsge", and alrcady therc 13 agitation to insurc that
with so nany jobs domanding collegey two years of a commurity
frco college must be supplled to overyonc who wants to attond,
Soon (if not alrecady), pressurc will bo put on thesc junior °
collogas to provide some progran for the students without acae
denle talontsa . : '

- //71963 postseripts the current phrasc.for thesc
studcnts secis to be "tho well~roundsd studcent who
docs not bury hinsclf in theorctical, .deadenic.
worke" May a weary cynie, a fuglvive fron the - -
nass nadness of methodology, suggest that gonobody -
call then "the studcnts who arc compensating for
acadenic fallnre by an overomphasls of social life
and peer-group activitiocs'’, and maybe help then to

. "work out a norc rounded progran!’ including a little. -

‘ acadenic adjustuont? :1@B//// ,
But I digress, Such a record of gradcs, supplenenting the
diplona. would periilt a prospactlve crployer 4o evaluate what,
if anything, -the student in qucstion has to offcr; so that ho
night sclect, for instancc, a student with straight cxecllonca’
in vorbal skills, for a newspapcr Job; (cvon if iInability to
loarn nmathematies, or o Yco-opcraitc” in physical Education,
brought his averagc down), whilc an apprentice in .the building
trades would not :bc kept »ut of a suitable job hecawse of a
poor racord in Social Stddlcs or Algobra. 3 3

. That is, assuning that grades mean anything., Glven

the grading-systons now in use, "grades!" often sinmply ldentify :
the willing, verbalizing student with a rctentive nenory and a
willingncss 9 do-sancthing uselcss (like nenorlzing a list of -
dates or capital eitics) for the teacher!s approval,
Reeomrendation #'6 states that English conposition
should be required for all, Iumprovenont on prcsent practlec?
Good hcavens, ycs. A4s roprcsontative of the Telcgrapher's Union,
ny husband rccoived a groat numbecr of lettorss on rcading then,
on¢ would inaginc his constituents to be the-escapes of an-
institution for the nentally deficlents Y¥Yot, necting thom, I
discover thc union-nenbers to be alert, inteiligent, WGlle
inforned young rnen, not noticcably distingulshable fron collgge
peoplc. Thoy cxpross thensclves well == in spcech, But they
never lcarnod to comrmnicato-with casc and flucncy on papcr,
Idcally, of course, writing skills would not bo _ :
Isolated into courscs on "Englilsh composition" bubt applicd at .. -
ocvery lovel and at cvery subjccta N> onc 1s golng to be
cnthusiastic about writing o scrics of assigned thconcs on "My
Vacation" -~p "My »ots'-or "Why studcnts should not go stcady,"
Even budding novelists, scribbling long naivc novcls in their
blank--books, arc tcpid about such themgs, though thoy turn then
out with facillty, along the lukowarpm lincs Tcacher approves of
(1t°*s botter than drilling on the parts of spccch) and go back
to thcir own rubblsh--which at lcast is tcachling thom that words
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on papcr c¢an he ncaningful,

The only way to toach composition =-or so I would
inaginc ~-is to find out what thc studont wants to-lmow, and
thon lct hin find out about it, and writc about 1t, tcaching
hin grarmar and organization aimost at randon along the ways at
lcast until ho has lcarncd thot writing is not a task full of
pitfalls and blue pcnell, but a fascinating tool of thought,

Recornendation # 7, for thc developrient of '"markctablc
skills" has becil adcquatcly decalt with in the carly pages of
this paper., Rccormondation # 8 asks spccial consideration for
the vory slow roadcr; I say "anecn", whilec suggecsting that wc night
waell overhaul the prinary grades and nakc it unnccessary to dwak
with thils at thc high school-levcl,

- Reeormendation # 9, dealing with thc acadecnically
talentcd, 1s a mattor of decp and porsonal concorn to nc, about
which it is difficult to writo objcetivcly., Spcaking with corc-
ful nodceration, I dd not beclicve Conant has thc answer,

For instance, ho 1s concerncd bceausc hc found no school
in which "a najority of the ablc girls" werc clcetihg scven ycars
of nathconatics, This sccmus to nc to be begging the quostion of
why any girl, able or not, should nccd scven ycars of nathonatics
unless she bclongs to that Infinetesinal fraction who dosirc to
boeone profcssional nathomaticians, sclontists and rcscarch
workeys, I conccde that all ablc girls should have basic undcrwe
standings of mathomatics (but Q courses in mnathenatics, scven
in high school and two in collcgc, did not give mo thosc undcre=
standings, though I got acccptablc gradcs in all but-onc subjcctd
I furthcr concedo that our soeial syston, in schools, should
bc_rovamped to whorc, if a girl wants soven years of nath, it
will not singlc her out for wary looks from the boys she likes,
But thc majority of girls, cvon able girls, arc going t5 be
wives and nothers, -Even granting that woncn inercasingly rcturn
to Jobs and carcers, scven yoars s an awful lot of nathenatics
unlcss a girl (or boy) happens to be Intercsted in it., I don't
think that putting srcessure on overy able girl 35 clcet seven
ycars of nath will inprovec cither the individual girls, or tho
structurc of thc sociotye. It scons as futile as the modicval
assuiption that every boy should study Latin fron the tinc he
could read until thc tine he loft school,

Nor do-I approve of his universal-recommendation of
foreign language, even though I, personally, found the study of
foreign languages the most rewvarding of my life. An occasional
youngster, belleve 1t or not, WANIS to read Caesar's Gallic Wars
or Cervantes or the Wagner librebti in Iatin or Spanish or
German, and denied the opportunity to study them formally, will
spend ieisure hours puzzling them out with parallel-transiations.
I did., I believe languages should be offered garly, and they
should be mastereds I agrec with Conant that the "Two years of
French" now required of all students are a waste of everybody!s
time, Two years of a‘ language is too much for the uninterested
and too little for-the capable, -

Possibly, in a state bordering Mexico, Spanish as a
second language should be mandatory in elementary school on a
conversational basis., The same might be suggested in New England
states bordering French provinces of Canada, or with large




French=Cgnadian populations, But by and large, languages should
be offered, not required; and when elected, should be mastered,
not sampled,

Conant!s assumption that agll academically talented
young people should be pressured (he uses a politer word) into
studying math and scicnce, bothers me more than anything elsec in
his study, Granted, such programs should be made available and
attractive, Low=status parcents should not be permitted to forws
their son Into a cottonfleld or their able daughtor behind a
typewriteor, But I get the faecling that Conant would support a
proprem which would force evey able student to be force-fled with
math, scisnco and foreign languages, He falls into the danger
of assuning that "the way to handle thc bright child is to make
hin do extra homework," (Willard Abrahamj; COMMON SENSE ABOUT
GIFTED CHIIDREN,) All Conant!s rocommondations ccnter about "more
courses with homework" for the able child,

But what-about the able child whosc interests are NOT
acadomic? Granted, we may lose a pdtential Jonas Salk becausc he
elocted mechanical drawling instead of zoology. But;

"Therce would bc an cven worse danger in a selection
process so cfficient that everyone with a natural
talent for lcadership moved into the »professional
or managerial classes, Tho British Navy...dclibecrately
1nft in the ranks a fraction of (the more intclligent)
ees+50 that seamcn would have quality leadership among
themsclves, A dcmocratlc soclety requilres firste
rate talent in every stratum., Certainly children
should be cnoouraged to advance intcllcctuallye.e«e
but those who don'!t wish to spend tholr adolcscence
syuirming in an acadenmilce net should be let go, not
nerely with good grace, but with & sigh of reiief..."

(Morvin Mayor)

Perhaps in an "ildcal system" Thorcau would have-bcen "motivated"
to go in for structural onginecring., Forbid it, almighty Godl
Recormendation # 10 deals with the highly gifted,
To some cxtont, I fecel thils is a problem for speclal schoolss
yet such schoois ofton rcach only thosc rarc few who can afford
them, and thc "terrible gloom and boredom which brightnoss can
bring our children" 1s a matter of decp and terriblec concern to
ne, These fine minds, thec top ons per cent of our intcllsctual
capltal, are being borcd, bungled; wasted and emotionally mauled
ahd manhandlede All over Ameorlca, Willard Abrahan says, bright
children are running orrands, cleaning orasers and playing moni-
tory bcecausc 1t keeps them busy. Ocaseional teachers try to
"enrich" their program, With a modlocre or worse teacher (and
the-C=level collegec graduate has no trouble getting a tocaching
Joby which mcans the typlcal bright student 1s boing taught by
a teacher considerably less wellercad and wollecducated than he
is himself),the "onrichment" means one of two things. Extra
homework for the bright child, whieh he Justly resonts --or clse
letting him do all the Interesting projects while the other
kids, plodding along at dull routine, Justly resent the tcacher!s
pet. The child who is allowed to makc a modcl of Columbus'?
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ship while the othcrs une mcnorizing datcs, is lucky if he dravs
nothing vorse than o snowhall bctJCPn thc shounlders-adlter school,

Conant!s rccomnn ndhtlons of advanced placcuient, and a speclal
guidancc worker and tv.tor4 are bettor than nothlnﬂ, pernaps, Yet,
if singling out thesc chlldren and mcking then targcts for every
educational thcorist 1s the only alternative, Iln not so sure; it
night be better to do nothing-at all, (And again; we must cope
with the guidance officer who, to kccp the child %ron developing
concelt, or to satisfy his privatoe attitudes toward Maeadenic |
ovcrcmphasis. wlll browbeat and bolabor the child over, and over,
and over, with "You rmustn!t think you'rc any bottor than the others,
youlrc only diffcront, Yould bc rmuch happicr if you'd got your
nosc” out of your books and be norc soclal. The gifted child
guite rightly fcars this. Thc blind child 1s ‘not forcad to rcad,
Tho lanc child is not forced to play baschall. " The corcbral-
palsicd child is allowed to'do what ho can do best, and not brow-
bcaten for hils deficicneics, Only the ace dcm;cwlly gifteod child
is continually badgcrcd and given omotional wounds by tho demands
of the toachcr and guidancc worker that he shall shift hls wholc
personality for their benefit,)

- Idcally, I supnposc the school progran would bc organized in
'such a way that no onc will notice thc gifted child working at
his own pacc becausa cvéryonc clsc 1ls doing tho sane thing, The
giftcd child taking calcoulus iIn mathctmatics poriod, and junplng
ropc at the noon hour, would causo no norc comrient %han the
dull but hotcroscxualiy prceocious glrl rcading at fifthegrade
lovel and dancing with her mnlc schoolnatcs in the play hour,

Conant ¥s rccomicndation s# 11, about tho provision of an-
acadenle inventory, I lcave for cvaluation by adninistrators,
comecnting nildly %hqt schools arc alrcady @wlrmlng in a sca of
paporwork, Conant?s rcecorrendation # 12, about dividing the
day iInto scvon or cight perilods so that thce student carrylng a
full acadcnice-load can still sing in tho glec-club or partici-
patc in clubs, without missing his lunch hour, has-ny utter -
support as comsﬁrod wlth presont practilcc; idcally; I supposo,
schools would not be divided into "noriods" at all but prescnt
a flexible prograti-which would pcrnit alinost cvcryono to do, as’
noarly as possible, everything he wants to, and cxposc hin %o as i
rmuch of the 1life o% the school and communi%y as would be profitablc,

Recomnendation # 13, that o passing grade in the-first course
of a scquence be rcquirbé for adnlssion to the scecond, sccms to
obvious to requirc comment, If a studcnt-has failcd first ycar
Latin «~~or glemncntary algebra -+ thce chanees arc poor that he
will inprove in the sccond yoar, .

Reoormicndation # 1, that o child should not be given a

rank in class based on "rﬂdcs is an inproveiient on prcescnt praoc-
tice, But why comparc a chilé wlth anything oxccpt his own
past accorml:i.snmcnt‘>

Roeonrendation # 15 suggests the establishment of an acad-
eriic honors list, conforring status and rccognition similar to
that given for sehool athletes, Whllec this nay bc a small ine
provecnecnt over schools where football heroes are ncar-worshipped,

I scriously questlon tho Introduction of studonts, this young, to
a competitive racc for status which will doscend an thon, soon
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dcscend on then in soeicty scon cacugh, Rathior thon oxtending
this craze for status, it would be Lotter to abollsh the compete-
itive athlctics, £
: Racorfendations # 16 and # 17, dcaling with thc support and
establishriont cf devclopniontal roading prograus, and a tultlon
frce summer school for all, nct only for failinz students, would
bc of value cven in the idcel school, Today thoy would bc an
incalculablc inproveronts /
Rocommcndation # 18, dcaling with foreign languages, rcpeabs
rmaeh of” what was said about the acadoniecally talented, a&ding ;
that thc ablo student should be able to toke four yecars, not two,
and that thosc with ncither intorcst’nor ability should be activee
ly discouraged from enrolling ot 2ll, Anen, ]
Reecommendation # 19 dcals with roquired scicnee coursacs,
I agreo that all students should have sorne basiec understandings
of our scicntiflc ago, cven those who cannot pass advanecd courscs,
But this could be hanalcd by croative tcaching on a scinlnar basisg
whore cach studont loanns to tho cxtent of hls intcrest and abll-
1ty. ~ Exccpt in advanced scquence courscs wherc ‘the unintorested
nonacadcnic studont has alrcady droppcd out, I sco no roon for
such a grouping into tht acadenic clitc who study pro~advanced
chenlstry or pre-advanecd blology in freshman year, and the-"dull
clods" who takc songc watcrcd-down coursc which is an untidy,
wilishy-washy nishnosh, Horrors!
Recomendation # 20 rcgards the establishient of honcroons,
I"do not belicve that in an idcal school such a progran is cither
nceéssary or advisablce, We should guard against any progran
which crmphaslzes (as studics prove over and over that they do)
soclal diffcrcnecs alrcady too apporcnt, Highestatus children™
got the pluns such as coiridittec appointrents and student counetl
clcetions, Lowsstatus ones, whu would profit by such prograns,
c¢lther cannot compete or are never cneouraged to develop an
intorest, Frelscnberg, in thc title quated above, gives an
appalling picturc of the-way onc "studont court” was pernltted to
badger, and lord it ovor, the classmatcs of lesscr rank, Sorice
tinos a bonovolent dictatorship 1s bettor for young things than
the kind of foudal systen thoy scratch out for thensélves while
toachers bean at the workilngs of-the "donocratic procoss,™
In his final recommcndation, Conant suggests that twelfth
grado social studilos should be a soninar in curront problcns,
Agrecd, But contrasted to the ideal, it is the most footling of
his rcecorviendations, If 1t!s worth &oing at all, why wait till
twolfth grade to-glve the kEida a chance to wrostle with roal, not
tcxtbook problens,-and to express theoilr thoughts? Why not start
it in third grade, and continue 1t all the way up? Collcge
classcs dononstratc overy day that after twelve years of the
rigid lecturc-and-rocifitation classroon systens, a student isnt't
¢ven able to partlecinote frecly in disoussion groups. And by
that agc, all hls attitudes to socioty and govornnont have harde
encd iInto rigid patterns, Hc ncéds tho argulng-out, the frec
narketeplace of idcas, whilc he can still benefit from it, One .
ycar of twclfth grade soeclal studiles, espccilally if the first-
six wecks 1s wastod in toaching the kids how to work this way,
isn!t cven going toerack the shell, - It!s bettor than nothing—
but not rmuch bottor, 3 2 : e ;
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. If Conant’s  peoorriendations for the high school are irritate

ing, the vague generalizations with which he sums up the junior

igh school are meddening, First he talks &bout required English
and social sttdies courses again, as 1f specifying a certain nune
ber of years could possibly guarantee literacy, Then he recon-
mends that some students should begin algebra and foreign language
in junior high school, Again, this is admi‘rablez but ideally a
stvdentis first experience with algebra and forelgn language -
should begin, not at a certain level of chronologlcal grading,
or  after six years and two months of public instruction, but -
whenever he shows readiness to begin them, (And again and again,
educators have shown that languages are acguired nore easily in
the second grade than in the seventh,)

It startled me that Conant fely he needed to recorrwend a
smooth transition between elementary and junior high, or a good
nrogram of extrawcurricular activities. What IS desnerately
necded is sonething he lgnored absoluitely: official recognition -
that all the-wrong students are'participa%ing in svch activities,
They are all, without exception, geored to the dhild who leads a
fully socialilzed and rewarding 11fe outside the school, "ande—-
though he would niss them -~ would not actively suffer if the
schools cut out their cxtracurricular activities entircly. Bub
these prograns shun, ignore or actually oxclude tho often desper=~
atc noeds of the child who gets, literally, his only exposure to
a deccnt socilal and-cultural li%o on the school grounds.- The 4
busincssman's cilld, with a roon of his owm, playgrounds, sideyalks,
churches, roncy for swinnalng pool fecs and swamer camps, also
nakes fuil usc of the school gymnasiuns, dances, nusic’ groups
and clubs, But all sorts of written ané unWrittcn rules conbine-
to exclude the othor . child from nost of these $chool facilities,
thus insuring that his hours in school will be drcary routine
and, for the rest, he can go back to hls street ocornsrs and
overcrowded tonencnts, '

Hls scventh such rccommchidation 1s pcrhans the all=tine
rccord for high~sounding nonsense;

Instruction should be organized to prowlde

intcllcetual challenge for the whole range

of abilitics found in a school,
Of coursec it sounds nice, But‘what clse is new? It has beocn
in every textbook, cvery paper, and cvery specch sinco schools
stopped adnission on 2 sclective acadcnic basis, Even Dr, Conant
cannot scriously belicve it nceds repcating, formally nouthing,
yet again, What 1t nceds is doing --and if the schools gannot
do it, I wish to goodness they would stop paying formal Lip-
scrvice to it, If they intond to cducate only a small group, and
spend thelr-timce baby-~sitting with-the rest and kaecping then off
the streets, why don'% they say so, justify that viewpoint, and
start out from an honcst statercnt of their position?

But hc comes ncar to the cpitonme of the ridiculous when he
soleimly states that '"mecaningful honework" i1s profitable,” but
tecachcrs should not assign "drcary drudgery". It nay cone as a
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shock to thc Prasident Encritus of Harvard, but-cxecpt for o
nicroscepic fraction of one per cont of sadistvs, NO toacher
dclibecrately assigns "draory drudgeryt. HER spoclal brand of
drcary drudgery, she tirmly and fervently belicves, IS ncaning-
ful, ~ If overy princinal in cvery school from Maine to Califor-
nia were tu announce solcimly thaet teochers nust henccforth nover
assign any "droary drudgery", put forthwith prscéed to assign
only "meaningful homcwork," cvery student would carry ¥ohc cxact-
1ly the sanc assignnonts as planncd, whilce cach tcacihcr beoancd
feeling thot tho priheipal had FINALLY comc out and rcecognizc

that EER kind of honmework was neaningfvl, ahd that those ghthgr
tcachers finally had to cut out ths kind ilicy woro assigninge.
Conant would have donc bctter to rceoognizc . that toachers sonetines
do not know the differcncc betweon the mcaningful and the ncaninge
lcss, and suggest that thoy loarn to distinguish, (Quorys but if
thay con!t lecarn in the course of acquiring an lI,A, dcgrcc, what
would poze mcthodology do?) 3

The whols book is filled with sinilar fuzzy and finc=~sounding
pronouncencnts, Hc gives patronizing rccognition to the nonwe"
gradcd clcrncntory schools where a studen works ot his own pace
till hc nastors basic skillls, as a "promising dcvelopnent', but
nakas no rccormcndations for oxtending its provinec, He talks
about sultablc honcroon prograis, and docs nothing to cxtenuate:
the "turning of high school into an crsatz collegc or subUrbeses
the cargy ond sonctines flat meturity as lovers, consuners and
committconcn,! (David Relsron)., He states that marching bands and
orgonizced comnctitive interscholastic athlectices arc not desirable
at the junior high locvel, but nowhorc suggcsts a ncthod for cone
vincing narcnss that they should be abolishcd,

And the rcecormcndation calling for ninimun facllitlcse-wcll
stocked library, gyrmasiun with lockcrs and showers, cte-~sounds
good: but the cxistcnec of thosc finc facilitics is often used
to biind parconts to norc scrious lacks in the syston, A nocw
shinyg school with cvcry nodern facllity is hardcr to critlcize-
than a ramshackls onc, cven if both have cqually poor tcachers,
Exccllont librories arc no good to children who can cntcr then
only wlth a library pass for tcn ninutcs ot a tinc, Movable
deosks nedn nothing to childrcn forcéed to keep then in nailcde"
down rows and get pcrnission cven to get a drink of water, whilec-
whlspering, far less working togctihcr, 1s trcated as a high
crinec, And a gyrmasiun is oftcn the inst™unont whereby childron
arg turncd into unpaid professional athlctss for public cntors
tainnent in small towns with no other rcercational facilitics,

The sane can ba said of the wusic instructdr whose solc function
1s to provide narching crhibitions, checrlcadcrs, najorcttes ond
band rusic at half-tine for thesc-football gancs, (And, if onc
ventures to eriticlzc the progran, thoy cite the Prcsi&ont's
appeal for physical fitncss, and the supposcd poisc and social
bencfits aceruing to children fron these public perfornonccs,)’

The wholc thing sounds' finc, All of his books sound-good,
But 1t roproscnts a damning attoack on the Ancrican syston, o
rcoaliza that thaose footling rcocimendations should actualiy be
an improvenont on rnost schools today, If all of Conant!s :
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wore alrcady in zoxcv, as I have shown, the schools would bc
hardly ncching tne ncecds of “today; whe o cven Conant!s suggest-
ions arc considorad radzear, how on CWﬂth will they ncct the nceds
of tonorrow? And con tonorrowls-nceds cver be ek by a progran
of patchworl: cq¢cu1utcé at best, to fit the schools to thc
alrcady=-passing nccds ok today?

VI

"Phudence would counscl you to strongthen such
strong places as you have, and thorc awalt the
onscty for so shall the timc beforc your cnd
bec nade a little longer,"

J.R,Re Tolkicn
THE RETURN OF THE KING

Conant!s counscls arc counscls of prudcncc, Hec fccls that
the desperatc nced of our country for better cducation can be-
rnede by strengthening tho strong places of the present systen,
and perhaps lcsscening their norc crucl dcficiencies.’ If Conantls
progran could be ﬂdoatcd wholcsale, tonorrow uornlng‘ 1t would
probably inprove the learning cxacrlcnccs of rniost chlldrcn, Only
when this patchwork is ncasurcd cgoinst the idcal cdueation does
Conant begin to look thin and Inconscquential,

But thorc 1s another considcrationg will it work?

Myron Lcibernann, in THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN.MDUGATION decns
to think that tho 11Urovc40nt of cducation 1s a problon for the
profcssion, and suggcsts that school boaords and laynen should=-to
JORDN et bluntly though he is politc-~ go and mind thcir own
business, His bittcrost criticisn of Conontls books is that they
are addresscd to school boards rather than to professional
cducators,

It is probably truc that schools should be frced fron the
loeal tonglcs, politics, prcjudices and xcenophobic taboos,

Conant - hluscl% rcoognizcs that ous local~outonowy systcn is
chaotici but he recognizes helplessly;

"But 1t works; most of us like ity ond it appoars

to bc as Jcr*anont a featurc of our soclety as

rnost of our political institutions,!
And by "us" he nmcans, not the profession, but’ the public who -~
righuly or wron~ly~-hovo the final say, Ho rccognlzcs an une
savory truthy the public fcors profaessionals,” Considoring what
rigid prof0551onal autonory has done to producc an AMA and =
Mcdical Profcssion norc concerncd-with tho ncods of doctors
rother thon the nceds of patients, onc cannot blane thoe pubiic
for fearing that a sinilar nonstcr rnight grip the world of
Anierican oducation. Given nrofcss1onal status, highcr pay and
the privilcgc of” birth—oontrol at the sourocc of his »nrofassion
by liccnsurc laws, would not the toachcrs Uroducc a sinilar
Froankcnsteinlts Monster?

Whatever the abstract rlghts and wrongs, Conant rcalizcd
that public cducation ig in thc hands of local school bonrds,
and will rcuoln so at least until all those new in high schocl
arc graduateds, Socinl changes cone by inches, cxccpt for the
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kind sceon in Cuba o fow yeors agode. Wicn things get unbearable,
people often shout for o Castro; but the feor of Hitlch usually
outwoighs the longing for iicssich,

And Conoant showed a grasp of rcalltlcs in writing for school
boards, Profcssional cducatdrs arc riostly awvarc of todayls dgwe
ficioncics, Thorc is cvidconcc to show that school boards-arc not,
And ho agcepts rcoality whon he adnits thot the status quo 1s a
constante School boards like it, Maybc they shouldntt, Maybe
they arc mushehcads for liking it. But if Conant had ycllcd,
all through his pages, that the schools stink and tho local
school boards spould forthwlth put In sackcloth and ashes,
proclain thomnselves guilty, and sncok away with tholr figurative
toils dragging—~- would hc be likely to gain the respoctful
attention-he has had so far? b : - ;

Well, would he? GCertainly note At best, they would havo
called hin a fanatie and ignorcd hinj at worst, thcy would have
held a corcnonial book-burning and probably dcnouncced hin as a
Comrmnist, or sonathing. Thon they would have sunk ageain Into
comfortabio apathy, convinced that only radicals and fanctles’
could’ possibly be &iscontcntcd with thcir best of all possible
worlds, - Sey .

So, for better or worsc, Conant has addecsscd hinsclf to the
pconle who arc in a position to d2 soncthing, now,” tonorrow norn-
ing, obout thc schools, By judlciously sugar=cocted flattery, -
he has. perhaps sncoked in tho thin cnd of 2 wedge of sclfedoubts.

' Maybeé this 1s a defcatist attibude, I an no starry-cycd
sophonorc, Nor have I lived all ny lifc in the rarcficd alr

of the professional collcagucs who know what I an telking about,
I have lived among fathers, nothors, toachers and school board
neiibers who canl!t inapging why I think there 1s anything wrong
with the Ybest darncd 1littlo school in Texas,'" I have nade nyself
awfully darncd unpopular with soriec of then bcecausc I refusc to
adnire the boautiful, beautiful new schools they have just bullt
in Rochester.- And I have coic.-to the conclusion that I can't
have thc moon, no natter how ruch I ery for it, Thc local school
board is perfactly satisficed with thc school, ahd they arc NOT
going to tear it up and rcorganizc it along iincs whieh the
profcssional educators (“thosc ogghecads") likc bettor, Thoy
arc perfcetly satisfied with things as thoy aroy and if I don't-
like then that way, well, so much the worse for ne, But lately,
naybo, Conant has given éhom o sncaking suspleion that naybec,
Just naybe, thoy ars not quitc as porfcet as they thought they
worce So, to that oxtent, I say Jolly good for him} -

I ain not o conservative, I not even liberal, As one
night gucss fronm this papor., I an a far~oubt radical rcforncr
(going not back to the hypofhaetical "Golden ags" but ahead to
the new and ungucssablc donahds of o now world,) But long and
bittcr oxpericrnice has madc-nc o pragratist,

' What (short of rurdor, which is impractical and also 1llogal)
can onc do when a nother says "Yes, woll,-but I went to a school
like that," The temptation to rcpiy "Yos, and look at you," 1ls
chlldish rudcness, They arc not going to adnlt that their

schools d1d not oducato-thom proparly, becausc they do not want

to adnit (if they lmow), that they arc uncducatod,
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For better or worsc; Conant has confincd himsclf o practice,
not philosophy. 8o, for ny vragnatic question, I say YES: Conant
is worth studyingg-wobrth giving a sceond and third heoring,

For aftcer oll, his guestion 1s not "How can wc rcforn the
whole systcia fron the ground up by five oleclock this aftcrnoon?!

His question is, stated in cther-torns;

What can we do, tomorrow poraning, to inprove osur schools?

How can wc Laprove 1 cducation of John Snith, tenth gradc

betwecen now and his-graduation? What can we do for Marsarct

Brown, colored, age, fiftccn, in Harlcn, running the strgctg DG
causc nothing cxcent thce fcar of the truaht officcr could give

her any rcason to go to school? Or fer her cousin lleisic in
Alaboma? What can we do for Jancs Doc, fiftcen, dull-nornel, cighth
gradc, marking tinc until his sixtocn%h birthday and thc aay that
hc can legally get a Job?- What can we do -=%o be nersonal a nonent--
for David Stephon Bradley, age clcven, fifth gradc, (rcading lovel
at the very top of the chort which gocs 2ll the way to "high schosl)
faced with cducctional nakgshifts and a-systen which will penalize
hin for failurc to compotc in organizod, highly competitive schocle
boy £ootball goncs? :

i As a parcnt and a futurc tcacher, I fcecl that if Conant

can naxc cven the tingdst chip in sucﬁ schools, and such pconlc,

I inelincd o support hine- At lcast until sorcthing better,

which will win-cqual supnort, cones alonge Thesc kids neccd
lmmocdiatc help, not radiecl rcforms aftcr they graduatec, If

Conant helps then gét ity I will remembor hin in ny praycrs for

tho rast of ny lifc,

"Othcr cvils there arce that may conce...yct it is
not our part to master all the tides™ in the world,
but to do-what is in us for the succeoss of the
yecars whcrcin we arc laid, uprooting the cvil in
the ficlds wc know, that thosc who live aftor
rnay have clcan carth to till, What weather they
shall have is not osurs %5 TUlCeees’”

JeRsRe Tolkicn

And, though Dr., Toliticy wrotc these words in o novel, ho is himsclf
an cducatory and theilr application-scens not irrelcvant to our
prescnt sitwation in the confusion, chaos and ncar-disastcr of
public cducation,

Merion Zinmcr Bradloy

¥ ¥ ok ok %k

Postscript in 1963, Dr, Duffy, as night have bocn foresccn, did

not renain long at Hardin-Sirmons, And I have abandoncd any thought
of tcaching in-the public schools, Shortly before leaving Rochester
I had, at last, a wholly satisfying intorviow with thc nrincipal

of their school, Well, not satisfying, for it made 11ttlo donte

"I tcll you, Miz Bradlcy, if tho schoois ever give up thosc nro-
grams and quit givin! tno kids that school $pirit thot wants'lon to
win, I tell you, this countryt!s Jjus! had it." Tho rest is silcnce,
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AN 0LD W H I.6 ALPHABET
M, Bradford

A Burizcon conscrvetive in the context of our timcsy

a) Will bec inmunc to crguients ageinst Mmerc prejudicc!” or Yeustgon!
nede In the neme of private reason or »rcjudicc,

b) Will not feel guilty about the axilomatic, intultive naturc of
the positions tolien hy rost of his conecrvative allics,

¢) Will rceognize lattcr-~doy philosonhics in the "a priorih
social/political planncr, the lattcr-day Jaccbin in the
politiclon or judge who falls back on the ciosct ncditation
of nls own doy to find both authority and nesk for thc
privately notivated commitinent to reforn,

d) Will undcrstand and accceopt-as natural his rolc as counbcre

... punchcr, as on¢ who acts, Iforrulates his position "a post-
criori' in rcactlon to a challcnge, and will in defensc of
this "rcoctionary" pesturc (which Karl Mannhein in his
Idcolopy and Utohla pos nadc an indictricnt of the eonscre
vative nind) offcer Burke on netophysical spcculations
and thc congeniltol nsychological notives (the itch) that
drives thc rcforiiers that 1ls, hc will be conteat ts be

3 at pcoece until provolcd,

¢) Will take plcasurc in the liberal charge abainst him that he
suffcrs fron o follurc (9r lack of) nervo.

£) Will insist that the verdict is not yet in on thoe Industrial

i Rcvolution and urbanization,

g) Will cnthusiastically support "rostorative" rcforns (for
instoncc, o fcoturn by law of certain sourccs of revenue and
rcsponsibilitics to the Statos,

h) Will stand in undying opposition to all concentragion of
powcr or radical revision of tihc functlion of ostablished
organs of governrcnt,

1) Will opposc all attcmpts to "reconstruct" pcoples according
to notions foroign (nck orgonieally produced by) the
"eultural tradition cf ths peopic in question e-znd will
in conscqucnes rojcct the idea of totol war,”

J) Will rcjcet all foris of absolutc social or oco%omic cqual-
Itarianisn as contrary to natural law and the doctrinc of
stowardshiyn, :

k) Will avold Idcntifileation with Social Dorwinisi and the Sow
c%l}cd MBusincss conservative”, in thc nonc of noblaessc
SIDUEINEEC S0 '

1) Will resist cll attempts Yo define the naturc and destiny of
nan in purcly politicel or cceononle terms (and will reject
dectorninisn)

m) Will scck out and support roprescntatives of the "natural
arlstocracy" within the franework of limited nonarchy or
classical rcpublicanisn, 3

n) Will affirm by hils own oxamplc "the unbought grace of 1ife!
and the ncecd for "aunncrs'" and for honor in our tinc,

0) Will countcr, whohever possible, the influcnee of "social
gospcl! clcrgyrien whosc cscha%ology 1s often the outgrowth
of thcir own lack of falth in providcnccas

_fSS’f



AN OLD WHIG ALPHABET

p) Will, with Burks, maintain thot "all persons posscssing any
portion of powcr ocuglit to be strongly and cwfully impresscd
with an idco that they act in trust; and thot they arc to
aceouint for their conduct In thot trust to the osne greoat
Mastcr, author and foundor of socisty,™

q) Will offdirm the uniqucncss of neon and nations as a positive
£00c 4

) Will always valuo proposals rising fron oxporioncc norc than
ths neditations of the closci.,

s) Will, with-courtesy, bc suspicious of niost so-callcd social
scicnecs, not in principlo, but beecausc of the kind of
thinking that nost social seicnec has cadorscd in our tincs,

t) Will try to cultivate in his own culture a scnsc of the past,

v) Will nanifost in his owm lifc the eouragc to be "finite!

: and o contenticnt with the oystery off nant!s cxistcacc,

v) Will champion when and whoere he can Christian orthodoxy and
traditional hunonistic (preseriptive) approach to education,

w) Will rccognizc thot old-and well cstablished prejudiccs,
colleetive Intuitions, whosc justifications arc not known to
their champions, arc a nore formidable chock to Jacobins
than his own finespun conscrvative apologetics,

x) Will bo rcsigned to being ignorcd,

y) Will bc patient. ;

z) Will rcopenber his fathers, and trust in God when he has done
what he can,

- X
l. Dcniocracy nay be wholly bad, or adndssible with ccrfain
roscrvations, or wholly dcsirable, according to thc age, the
country, and the particuler conditions under which it is adoptcds
"Thc Polit%cs of Proscripticu'", Thc Consorvaetivc Mind,
Kirk, p. 67
27 (sic); < 1. the notizn of innlichablo rights has bcen -
cubraced by the mass of nen 1n a vague.and belligerent forn,
ordinarily confusing rights wilth dcsirc,™
Kirdes ipe 93 -

3. Thc state of wivil socicty, which nccessarlly gencrates
this aristocracy, is a statc of naturc, and mch norc truly so
than a szvagc and Incohcrent nodc of lifc,

Kirk, »e 58
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Equal space will gladly be given, in the next issue, to anyone
who cares te take the other side on either of the pguest contribute
ions, (Jack Speer?) ** Several small typos have kept intruding,
and some of these stencils should bhe re~cut (the heading on Walter!s
article tore the stencil and I patched it rouszhly with stencil
cement) but I have neither the steacils nor the paticnes.  This
hath heen the largest issue of DAY*STAR so far. methinks...and THIS
lady feels like protesting too mmch, See you in May--maybe, MZB
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